
CiS office has “moved” 
 

While CiS has a registered address for official correspondence, we also 
need a place to post general letters. Most correspondence is handled via 

email, but if you need to send a letter to CiS, please address it to: 
 

Christians in Science 
Tuckers Cottage 

Tedburn St Mary EX6 6AZ 
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‘Exploring God’s work in creation … 
encouraging concern for the environment … 

applying Biblical principles to science and 
technology’ 

Please give thanks that 
we were able to have a 

stand at COP26. 
 

Christians in Science in 
collaboration with the Faraday 

Institute and the John Ray 
Initiative were present on 

November 9th. 
 

 There was a presence of so many 
other Christian groups as well, 

together bringing God’s perspective 
on Creation care. 

 

Please continue to pray that our 
government will keep their promises 
and assist other nations to keep their 

promises too. 

 



Upcoming CiS Events 
 

Thursday 25th 
Nov 

19:00 

Genes, Free Will and Human Identity – do scientists have a 
right to change our genes 

Professor Keith Fox (Professor of Biochemistry, University of Southampton and 
Former Director of the Faraday Institute for Science and Religion, Cambridge) 

Location: Woodlands Church, Woodland Rd, Bristol BS8 2AA which is within 
walking distance of bus services on Whiteladies Road. 

Tea and coffee at 7pm, talks start at 7.30pm 

For more information click here. 

Friday 26th   

Nov 

19:30 

Is Faith compatible with Science? When Hardy met Garstang 

6th Annual Dallinger Lecture 

Professor John Spicer, Professor of Marine Biology, Plymouth University. 

Location:  Rolle Building, Lecture Room 018, Plymouth University  

For more information click here 

All welcome : Free entry : Bookstall : Free parking on campus 

Friday 21st   

Jan 

Being human – Am I just my brain?  

Dr Sharon Dirckx (Speaker & Author at OCCA – The Oxford Centre for Christian 
Apologetics)  
Location: Christ Church Clifton, Bristol BS8 3BN which is served by both the No 8 
and 505 bus services. 

Tea and coffee at 7pm, talks start at 7.30pm 

For more information click here 

 
Other News 

 
Engaging your church with science? 
With so many of our talks available on our YouTube channel it has never been easier for you to encourage your 
church to have discussions on Science and Faith topics. 
 

https://www.cis.org.uk/groups/bristol/
https://www.cis.org.uk/groups/south-west/
https://www.cis.org.uk/groups/bristol/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXB19JcIwnwJIdyzRvZW_4A


You could organise a group to listen to a recorded talk and then discuss. Also encouraging them to join CiS as an 
Affiliated church. We provide resources to enhance faith and worship within the church and be your church’s 
partner in mission. 
 

Why not have a discussion on Creation care and have our “Thinking about…”  leaflets available to hand out as 
well? Or any one of the 16 topics covered by these leaflets. Each leaflet outlines the basic science behind the topic, 
how it relates to the Christian (biblical) understanding of the world and suggests some other resources for those 
who want to take it further. 
 

If you would like to discuss hosting a video in your church, please contact Steph, our Development Officer. 
 

    Christians in Science have produced a first class series of resources, helping the church think more deeply 
about the interaction between faith and scientific discovery. These contributions are short and punchy, yet at the 
same time thoughtful and excellent introductions to various themes in this important area. 
 
– Rt Rev Dr Graham Tomlin, Dean, St Melitus’ College 

 
John Templeton Fund application 
Our application for funding to the John Templeton Foundation survived the savage cull of initial submissions 
and, next month, we will submit the detailed proposal. The project aims to stimulate positive public engagement 
with science and religion issues by harnessing the CiS network, in the UK and Ireland, of scientifically well-
informed Christians who are respected voices in their local communities.  
 
The programme, in collaboration with The Faraday Institute, will provide training and support for local group 
leaders and early career scientists in communicating science-faith issues and use of modern digital media for 
hybrid events to increase engagement with the public. The aim is to increase effectiveness of local groups using 
online links with centrally-organised events, generate online resources for on-going dissemination and build 
effective support for CiS from local churches.  
 
Please pray for the team preparing the application, and that the grant will be awarded. 
 
S&CB Table of Contents and Books published by CiS members this year  
You will find both lists at the end of this Update. 
 
If you are a CiS member and had a new book published this year but it’s not included in the list, please email me 
brief details to include in the Dec CiS Update. (See details at the end of this Update for the books I have already.) 
 
Details to send: Book name, Author, where people can purchase, the cost and just one line about the book. 
Plus a jpeg image of the front cover. (Other details will not be included.) 
 

  

https://www.cis.org.uk/cis-affiliation-for-churches/
https://www.cis.org.uk/resources/thinking/
mailto:steph.cis@outlook.com


Other Events 
 

Life on the Edge: Exploring the Ocean through Science and Faith. 
 

Life on the Edge is an ECLAS project, funded by the Templeton Religion Trust.  
 

Thursday 18th 
Nov  

19:00 
In person and 

online 

The Ocean Makes the Earth Habitable  

Prof Meric Srokosz: Professor of physical oceanography and author of ‘Blue Planet, 
Blue God’ 

The ocean dominates the surface of the earth and is in the pages of the Bible too. 
The Bible offers a view of the sea and the life it supports which affirms its intrinsic 
value to God as a good, and indeed essential, part of creation. 

More information on this event can be found on their website - lifeontheedge.info  

Location:  Wadebridge Town Hall, from 19:00 

Live streamed from 19:30 
 

 
Faraday events  
Seminars will be held as Zoom Webinars and are free to attend. Events may have a charge. More information and 
the zoom links can be found at Faraday website  
 

Tuesday 
23rd  November 
2021 1:00 pm - 

2:00 pm 

Thinking Machines? A Christian Perspective 

Speaker: Prof. Stephen Williams 

Join us online for the talk followed by Q&A. A link to this webinar will be made 
available on the morning of the talk. 

Practical details to follow if we are able to hold this event in person. 

7th & 8th Jan 
2022 

Faith and Science in the Local Church 2022 

Speakers: Dr Ruth Bancewicz, Steph Bryant, Mr Graham Budd, Prof. Paul Ewart, Prof. 
Keith Fox, Cara Parrett, Prof. John Swinton 

Join us for this interactive two-day workshop designed for Christian leaders – 
whether ordained, lay, or active and experienced members of a local church. 
Participants will be equipped to engage with scientific issues in the day-to-day life of 
their ministry context. 

This workshop will cover contemporary topics in the dialogue between Science and 
the Christian Faith, including Artificial Intelligence, Bioethics, Creation Care, and 
Mental Health. 

Location: Online and in Cambridge. To register interest in attending this event please 
contact: events@faraday.cam.ac.uk  

 

https://www.lifeontheedge.info/lecture-series
https://www.facebook.com/events/557882458866950/
https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/events/overview/
mailto:events@faraday.cam.ac.uk


God and the Big Bang 
 

7th Dec 
20:00 

The Cosmic Cabaret 

The aim is to create a fun and informal evening where together we can explore 
science-faith ideas by listening to a host of fascinating talks. Think of it as a mash 
up of a TED conference and an open mic night where everyone is welcome. Speakers 
range from experienced communicators who want to try out some new material 
through to those just dipping their toes into doing talks and are looking for a safe 
and encouraging space. Expect to see novel science demonstrations, hear amazing 
stories & research, and ponder some new ideas. 

You're welcome to watch, any questions can be sent to gatbb.churches@gmail.com 

7th December:  sign up  

 
ChaplaincyPlus - Birmingham 
 

 
16th  
Feb 

12:30 
 

Science and Faith in the Second City 

The project Science and Faith in the Second City  will be running in Birmingham and 
the west Midlands in the spring and autumn of 2022. There will be a series of public 
lunchtime and evening lectures aimed at helping people think through some of the 
more difficult questions that arise from the interaction between science and the 
Christian faith. The project is being organised and run by the charity 
ChaplaincyPlus who are based in central Birmingham. 

Church leaders – save the date. The launch event for church leaders will 
be in central Birmingham at 12.30, on Wednesday 16th February 2022. Lunch will 
be provided and the Rev Prof David Wilkinson, St John’s College Durham will speak 
on ‘Why Science and Faith work together’. 

For further details consult https://chaplaincyplus.org.uk, or email Prof Hugh 
Rollinson at hugh.rollinson@chaplaincyplus.org.uk 

 

Prayer Focus 
 

• Please pray for guidance and wisdom for those now preparing the 
detailed application to further develop our work during the next 3 years 
and that the grant will be awarded. 
 

• Please give thanks that we were able to have a stand at COP26 and 
bring God’s perspective on Creation care. Pray that nations carry out 
their promises quickly (before the deadlines) and also to assist and 
encourage other nations to do the same. 
 

mailto:gatbb.churches@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/ufE99er7v3K65E2a8
mailto:hugh.rollinson@chaplaincyplus.org.uk


• Please give thanks for our new General Secretary - Dr Gavin Merrifield and for a smooth handover in the 
coming months. 
 

• Please continue to pray for one another, as the cold weather is here, we still need to take care and be 
vigilant with our safety and the safety of others.  
 

Thank you for your prayers 
 

Books published this year by CiS members are at the end 
of this Update 

 

Science and Christian Belief 
Table of Contents for 2021: Volume 33 (2) 

Note that when you choose a Book Review the whole Reviews section will open up as a pdf document. You then need to scroll down 
to reach the relevant page number for your chosen review. 

Articles 

Title Author(s) Pages   

Editorial 
[download] 

Keith Fox 61-62   

How the Laws of Nature were Naturalised 
[download] 

Jeffrey Koperski 63-82   

From Deterrence to Abhorrence: How the Catholic Church 
Has Changed Its Mind on Nuclear Weapons 
[download] 

Jonathan W. Chappell 83-98   

Secondary school students’ perceptions of scientific and 
religious positions on miracles 
[download] [supplementary material] 

Berry Billingsley, Keith S. Taber, 
Mehdi Nassaji 

99-120   

  

Correspondence 

[View Correspondence Section] [Download Correspondence Section] 

Title Author(s) Pages   

Response to William Horst Stom Ambrose 132-136   

Response to Tom Ambrose William Horst 137-
140 

  

  

Essay reviews 

[View Essay reviews Section] [Download Essay reviews Section] 

Title Author(s) Pages   

Chronology in Genesis 1-2 and the book Genesis 1-4 by C. Paul Marston 121-131   

https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/serve_pdf.php?filename=scb-33-2-editorial.pdf
https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/download_pdf.php?filename=scb-33-2-editorial.pdf
https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/serve_pdf.php?filename=scb-33-2-koperski.pdf
https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/download_pdf.php?filename=scb-33-2-koperski.pdf
https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/serve_pdf.php?filename=scb-33-2-chappell.pdf
https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/serve_pdf.php?filename=scb-33-2-chappell.pdf
https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/download_pdf.php?filename=scb-33-2-chappell.pdf
https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/serve_pdf.php?filename=scb-33-2-billingsley.pdf
https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/serve_pdf.php?filename=scb-33-2-billingsley.pdf
https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/download_pdf.php?filename=scb-33-2-billingsley.pdf
https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/download_pdf.php?filename=scb-33-2-supplementary-billingsley.pdf
https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/serve_pdf.php?filename=scb-33-2-ambrose.pdf
https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/download_pdf.php?filename=scb-33-2-ambrose.pdf
https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/serve_pdf.php?filename=scb-33-2-marston.pdf
https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/download_pdf.php?filename=scb-33-2-marston.pdf


John Collins 

  

Book reviews 

[View Book reviews Section] [Download Book reviews Section] 

Title Author(s) Pages   

Christianity and the New Eugenics Calum MacKellar, (D. Gareth Jones) 141-142   

Physico-theology: Religion and Science in Europe, 1650-1750 Ann Blair and Kaspar von Greyerz 
(eds.), 
(Nick Spencer) 

143-
144 

  

EcoTheology: A Christian Conversation Kiara A. Jorgenson and Alan G. 
Padgett (eds.), (Dr Ruth Valerio ) 

145   

Bede and the Cosmos: Theology and Nature in the Eighth 
Century 

Eoghan Ahern, (James Hannam) 146-
147 

  

Dinosaurs, volcanoes and Holy Writ: a boy turned-scientist 
journeys from fundamentalism to faith 

James L. Hayward, (Hugh Rollinson) 148   

Original Sin and the Fall: Five Views J. B. Stump and Chad Meister (eds.), 
(The Revd Dr Ernest Lucas) 

149-
150 

  

On The Origin of Consciousness: An Exploration through the 
Lens of the Christian Conception of God and Creation 

Scott D. G. Ventureyra, (Carl 
Thomas) 

151-152   

Cosmology Without God?: The Problematic Theology 
Inherent in Modern Cosmology 

David Alcalde, (Dr Kevin Ralley) 153   

Can we believe in people? Human Significance in an 
Interconnected Cosmos 

Stephen R. L. Clark, (Mirjam 
Schilling) 

154   

Bioethics and the Character of Human Life Gilbert Meilaender, (John Bryant) 155-
156 

  

Science without God? Rethinking the History of Scientific 
Naturalism 

Peter Harrison & Jon H. Roberts 
(eds.), 
(Nathan Bossoh) 

157   

Through a Glass, Darkly: Journeys through Science, Faith & 
Doubt - a memoir 

Alister McGrath, (Steph Bevan) 158   

Orthodox Christianity and Modern Science: Tensions, 
Ambiguities, Potential 

V. N. Makrides, G. E. Woloschak 
(eds.), 
(Elizabeth Theokritoff) 

159-
160 

  

Ramified Natural Theology in Science and Religion: Moving 
Forward from Natural Theology 

Rodney Holder, (Shaun Henson) 161-162   

What Good is God: Crises. Faith. and resilience. Roger Abbott and Robert White, 
(John Swinton) 

163-
164 

  

The Mind of God and the Works of Nature: Laws and Powers 
in Naturalism, Platonism, and Classical Theism 

James Orr, (Steven Horst) 165-
166 

  

 

  

https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/serve_pdf.php?filename=scb-33-2-book-reviews.pdf
https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/download_pdf.php?filename=scb-33-2-book-reviews.pdf


Books published this year by CiS members:- 
Ramified Natural Theology in Science and Religion: Moving on 
from Natural Theology 
Author: Rodney Holder 
Purchase from: The Faraday Institute on-line shop 
Cost: £84 
Content: In like manner to arguments of natural theology for the existence of God, 
reason and evidence are used in ramified natural theology to argue for the truth of 
specifically Christian claims. 
 

 

Why is there Suffering? Pick Your Own Theological Expedition 
Author: Dr Bethany Sollereder 
Purchase from: Blackwells or order through your local Christian book shop 
Cost: about £11.00  
Content: Explores the tangled theology of suffering through a light-hearted, self-
guided exploration through multiple choices. The reader is asked to make a 
theological decision every few pages and is directed to the next appropriate step of 
their theological journey. 
 

 

John Stott on Creation Care 
Author: By R. J. (Sam) Berry, Laura Yoder 
Purchase from: IVP books  
Cost: £14.99 
Content: Discover John Stott’s writings on creation care, brought together for the first 
time in this definitive collection for the global church. This brilliant anthology 
demonstrates both Stott's passion for the environment and its place in Christian 
discipleship. 
 

 

Of Popes and Unicorns 
Author: David Hutchings and James C. Ungureanu 
Purchase from: Oxford University Press 
Cost: £25.99 
Content: Science, Christianity, and How the Conflict Thesis Fooled the World. This is the 
story of John Draper, Andrew White, and the conflict thesis: a centuries-old 
misconception that religion and science are at odds with one another. 
 
 

https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/shop/ramified-natural-theology-in-science-and-religion/
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/9780310109020
https://ivpbooks.com/john-stott-on-creation-care
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/of-popes-and-unicorns-9780190053093?cc=gb&lang=en&


 
 

Wonders of the Living World: Curiosity, awe, and the 
meaning of life  
Author: Ruth M Bancewicz, illustrated by Danny Allison 
Purchase from: https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/shop/  
Cost: £11 
Content: Accompanied by videos, articles, sessions for adult small groups and 
school lesson plans, at https://wondersofthelivingworld.org  
 

 

 
Human Flourishing 
 Author: Andrew Briggs and Michael J. Reiss 
Purchase from: Oxford University Press  
Cost: £25 
Content: An examination of what is meant by human flourishing and what it has to offer 
for those seeking truth, meaning and purpose in their lives. Balances spiritual and 
scientific wisdom to provide insights into areas such as relationships, financial stability, 
religion, technology and work-life balance. Takes a novel approach which draws on 

evidence from psychology, sociology, philosophy and theology, among others. 

We try to update personal preferences each month. However, if you have previously requested “unsubscribe” and have received this in error, please accept our 
apologies and resend your request to me at  

maryb.cis@outlook.com  

https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/shop/
https://wondersofthelivingworld.org/
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/human-flourishing-9780198850267?cc=gb&lang=en&
mailto:maryb.cis@outlook.com

