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‘Exploring God’s work in creation … encouraging 
concern for the environment … applying Biblical 

principles to science and technology’ 

CiS Northern Conference 2021 
 

Digital Theology and the 
Church 

 

May 7th-8th 
 

Speakers:- 
• Steve Furber - Brains, Minds and AI 
• Andrew Graystone - Too Much 

Information? 
• David Robertson - What Would Jesus 

Post? 
• Anna Pearson - Quantum Mechanics, 

Faith and Unresolved Questions 
• Peter Philips -  
• Maggi Savin-Baden - Post Digital After 

Life and the Spiritual Realm 
 

How to book will be on the CiS website soon, 
and will be listed in next month’s Update. 

Nominations for the CiS Oliver Barclay Lecture 
2021! 

Nominations are sought each year from members of CiS, 
with a closing date of midnight 31st March 2021 

 

Full details can be found on our website 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cis.org.uk/call-nominations-christians-science-oliver-barclay-lecture/


CONNECT Conference 2021 
 

This was a very well received conference and 
we are releasing the talks via our YouTube 

channel at 7pm each evening on the following 
dates:- 

 
 

• Mon 22th March - Prof Gareth Jones - Coping with Controversy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YoEKigIhlnY  

• Tue 23th March - Prof Adrian Thatcher - Theology, Sexuality and Controversy  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUF53UsCmLM 

• Wed 24th March - Dr Cherryl Hunt - Abortion: Controversy? What controversy?  
https://youtu.be/7siaEz1Ancs 

• Thurs 25th March - Revd. Dr. Joanna Collicutt - Mental Health: I’m not supposed to feel 
like this - am I?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_wSSXcyVAg 

• Fri 26th March - Panel Q & A (plus Dr Anna Pearson , OB Award winner) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53PfoXNS8P0 

 

CiS Upcoming Events 
 

12th April 
19:00 

Online: The Spiritual Interpretation of Scientific 
Imagery 

Rev Dr David Gregory, the Ministry Team Leader at Croxley Green Baptist 
Church, will encourage us to consider the spiritual possibilities of scientific 
imagery. Please register via Eventbrite or contact 
sec.cismanchester@yahoo.co.uk 

  

1st May  
19:00 

Online - After the Monkey Trial 
Dr Christopher M. Rios (Baylor) will be joining us from America. 
Christopher is a historian of science and recently the author of the book 
'After the Monkey Trial' which explores the development of key evangelical 
science organisations. This includes the Research Scientists Christian 
Fellowship, which was to become our own Christians in Science. Please 
register via Eventbrite or contact sec.cismanchester@yahoo.co.uk 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YoEKigIhlnY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUF53UsCmLM
https://youtu.be/7siaEz1Ancs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_wSSXcyVAg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53PfoXNS8P0
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/cis-manchester-science-amp-philosophy-group-17239646656
mailto:sec.cismanchester@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/cis-manchester-science-amp-philosophy-group-17239646656
mailto:sec.cismanchester@yahoo.co.uk


7th- 8th 
May 

Save the date: CiS Northern Conference 2021 
Digital Theology and the Church 

  

7th Jun  
19:00 

Online - The Environment and Theology 
Dr Hilary Marlow (Cambridge) 
We are embracing the opportunity to host meetings on Zoom, and we have 
an exciting and varied programme prepared for first half of 2021.  We will 
have a meeting at 7pm on the first Monday of every month. 
Please register via Eventbrite or contact sec.cismanchester@yahoo.co.uk 

  

 

Family News 
 

John Polkinghorne (16 October 1930 – 9 March 2021) 
Sadly Revd Canon Dr John Polkinghorne KBE FRS passed away in Cambridge last week.   
 

We have an extract here of a personal remembrance of John from CiS member Prof Berry Billingsley. 
(The full reflection can be found on the CiS website – click here.) 
 

Sir John Polkinghorne, one of the world's greatest writers and thinkers. John Polkinghorne has been 
a constant in my working life and instrumental to how I think about the relationships between 
science and religion. I'm only one of thousands who have been impressed and affected by his work. 
I'm also in a very crowded club of people who have benefitted from attending John's talks. 
 

John Polkinghorne was knighted in 1997 for distinguished service to science, religion, learning, and 
medical ethics. He has also received the Templeton prize. After working in physics for a very long 
time (25 years) John then became a Priest. John said that the aim of his intellectual explorations - 
as a physicist and as a priest - was to bring these parts together - without compartmentalism. 
 

Other News 
CNOne – Carbon Neutral One  
I am gathering material for a proposed project called CNOne – Carbon Neutral One – which aims 
to help individuals, households and companies become carbon neutral one by one and so create 
momentum in practice to worldwide carbon neutrality.  
If you, your church or were you work are interested in this, please contact Ian Benson - 
i@evang.org  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-environment-and-theology-dr-hilary-marlow-tickets-131917178833?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
mailto:sec.cismanchester@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.cis.org.uk/remembering-john-polkinghorne-16-october-1930-9-march-2021/
mailto:i@evang.org


Changes to the  CiS subscription rates and categories 
Please read about the changes to our subscription rates and categories. These are listed at the end 
of this Update. Thank you for your support. 
 

BBC programme The Big Questions 
Dr Christina Biggs from CiS local group Bristol appeared on the BBC programme - The Big 
Questions - Is Science undermining Religion and Do our genes define us?  It is available via BBC 
iPlayer - series 14 : Episode 9. Please remember that Tina’s responses are her own views on the 
questions asked and do not represent an official CiS position. 
 

CiS short videos to share 
Did you know we have produced a few short videos for you to share:- 

1) Church Affiliation - https://youtu.be/MScPvHVAo6E  
2) Christians in Science: Who are we? - https://youtu.be/7s15Em5G5bA  

 

Radio Maria England Science and Faith Radio Show 
We believe an interview with CiS member Prof John Bryant may be broadcast during this Sunday’s 
5pm session on Science and Faith. 
 

Radio Maria covers topics such as the Big Bang, creation, evolution, genetic modification, bioethics, 
neuroscience, freewill, miracles and divine actions, and some of the science related to the 
resurrection. Several guests are world-renown leading scientists or theologians from universities 
around the world, including a number of CiS members.  
 

Broadcast times every week: Sundays at 5pm, Wednesdays at 2am, Thursdays at 11am and Fridays 
at 9pm. 
To listen to shows: https://radiomariaengland.uk/how-to-listen-to-us/ 
We will also have a blog for each episode: https://radiomariaengland.uk/blog/  

 

Other Events 
 

25th March 
Oct 2021 

22:00 

The Vital Breath: Saving Our Sacred Rainforests 
 

IRAS are holding a monthly webinar series, Science, Religion, and Society. 
They will host a live session, featuring Dr. Audrey Kitagawa, immediate 
past chairperson of the Board for the Parliament of World Religions 
The IRAS webinar is FREE but registration is required – click here  

https://youtu.be/MScPvHVAo6E
https://youtu.be/7s15Em5G5bA
https://radiomariaengland.uk/how-to-listen-to-us/
https://radiomariaengland.uk/blog/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_65gHMSy3QLyetCHWsR-84g
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_65gHMSy3QLyetCHWsR-84g


12-14 Oct 
2021 

CRE National 2021: Sandown Park, Surrey 
 

Christian Resources Exhibition National will be opened by Jeff Lucas - The 
much-loved Bible teacher and author. He will introduce us to the biblical 
story of Daniel and friends, deported and forced into a form of lockdown.  
https://creonline.co.uk/  

23-24 Feb 
2022 

Save the date – 
CRE South West 2022: Westpoint, Exeter 

 

 
Faraday research seminars and other events online 
Seminars will be held as Zoom Webinars and are free to attend. Events may have a charge. More 
information and the zoom links can be found at Faraday website  
 

20th March 
10:00 - 16:00  

End of Life Matters 
Revd Dr Rodger Charlton, Revd Dr Derek Fraser. This one-day workshop 
will be run online and will involve talks and discussion. Cost: £40 (£25 for 
those in ministry training). 
 

For more information click here 

26th March 
14:00 - 15:30  

Plagues and Pandemics: Perspectives from Science and Faith 
Revd Dr Roger Abbott, Prof. Bob White FRS 
For more information click here 

23rd April  
10:00 -  

24th April  
13:00 

 

Speakers: Dr Denis Alexander, Dr Ruth Valerio, Dr David Randall 
If you’re a Church leader, a Christian working in a science-related 
profession, or a Christian with a strong interest in learning how to 
approach scientific questions through biblical lenses, then this event is 
especially for you!   
 

This short course will be run in partnership with Keswick Ministries. 
Speakers will be delivering their talks remotely, but discussions will be led 
by Ruth Bancewicz. 
For more information: https://keswickministries.org/event/engaging-
with-science/  

https://creonline.co.uk/
https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/events/overview/
https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/event/end-of-life-matters/
https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/event/plagues-and-pandemics-perspectives-from-science-and-faith-2/
https://keswickministries.org/event/engaging-with-science/
https://keswickministries.org/event/engaging-with-science/


Note for your 
diary 

Faith in Science? Interaction of Science and Belief in a 
Challenging World 

Faraday Summer Course online this year - the course will run 4-9 July. 
For more information click here 

  

Prayer Focus 
 

• Please pray for our upcoming Northern conference during May. 
Please pray for the team in all their preparations and the event will 
be enjoyable and well attended. 
 

• Please pray for suitable nominations for the Oliver Barclay lecture 
as the closing date is the end of this month.  
 

• Pray for CiS members as they seek to encourage their local church 
to become an Affiliated Church and so support the ongoing work of 
CiS 
 

• Please pray, share and invite others to our events who may not otherwise be able to join in. 
 

• During this lockdown, please continue to pray for one another. The vaccine is being 
successfully rolled out around the country, but we are still need to take care and be vigilant 
with our safety and the safety of many others in this pandemic. 
 

• Pray for our local churches, schools, universities, employers, councils and Government as 
they make decisions on how to move forward in light of keeping people safe. 

Thank you for your prayers 
 
 

New CiS subscription rates and categories 
We hope you appreciate the work that you fund through CiS; the publication of the S&CB journal 
and newsletters, the distribution of literature to young scientists, the support to churches, the 
meetings and conferences. 
 

Attendance online by both CiS members and non-members has soared this year and we are reaching 
many more people than ever before. 
 

https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/event/interaction-of-science-and-faith-in-a-challenging-world/


New members are often surprised at how inexpensive the CiS subscription is, given that they receive 
monthly and quarterly newsletters and a biannual journal, as well as supporting the outreach 
activities. Perhaps that is because there has been only one price rise since 2004.  
 

So, you will not be surprised to learn that our basic subs no longer cover the costs of the activities 
and we need to increase them. The good news is that the new rates are the same in “real” terms as 
in 2004 and represent a rise of just £1 per month. They are only this low because many members 
make additional donations and that helps us peg the prices for those who cannot afford more. We 
have also been fortunate in receiving grants for particular projects in recent years, otherwise the 
true cost of running CiS would be about double the basic subscription.  
 

You will receive a reminder email each year when your subscription becomes due.  
 

You may then update your details and renew your membership on our website. Please make 
payments monthly or annually by Standing Order, Bank Transfer, PayPal or by credit card through 
PayPal or cheque. You may add any donation to the membership payment. We encourage you to tick 
the box for Gift Aid if you are able, because we can claim tax back on any donation, though not on 
your CiS subscription.  
 

We are also simplifying the membership categories.  
To view our new look membership page please click here 
• Students are now anyone who has not yet graduated and is full-time in school, college or 

university. 
• Early Career members are those who first graduated less than 4 years ago. 
• Everyone else is a Standard member. 
If you have any questions about membership, please email David Scott (membership@cis.org.uk) 

 

 
Renew membership or Change your address or email  

To renew or make a change to your membership detail please 
click here and scroll down. Look for the 2 red boxes as displayed 

on the left. 
 

We try to update personal preferences each month. However, if you have previously requested “unsubscribe” and have received this in error, please accept our 
apologies and resend your request to me at  

maryb.cis@outlook.com  

https://www.cis.org.uk/join
mailto:membership@cis.org.uk
https://www.cis.org.uk/join
mailto:maryb.cis@outlook.com

