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Other Events 

Prayer Focus 

‘Exploring God’s work in creation … 
encouraging concern for the environment … 

applying Biblical principles to science and 
technology’ 

 

Nominations for the CiS 
Oliver Barclay Lecture 2021 

is open 

 
Nominations are sought each year 

from members of CiS,  
with a closing date of midnight 

31st March 2021 
 

Full details can be found on our website 

ECLAS are giving 20 churches grants up to £20,000  
 

ECLAS will provide funds and resources for projects that creatively change the conversation 
between the church and the scientific world, projects that develop a deeper engagement with 

scientists, theologically, pastorally, or in mission. 
Deadline to apply has been extended until April 23rd!  
For further information or to apply please click here 

 

https://www.cis.org.uk/call-nominations-christians-science-oliver-barclay-lecture/
https://www.eclasproject.org/the-project/scientists-in-congregations/


 
 

If you are a student, graduate or early career scientist, we would love for you to join the new CiS 
CONNECT Conference 2021. We will be exploring controversial topics that can often divide the 

church and looking at the best ways to respond to these discussions. 
 

• Gareth Jones – Coping with Controversy 
• Prof Adrian Thatcher – Theology, Sexuality and Controversy  
• Dr Cherryl Hunt – Abortion: Controversy? What controversy?  
• Revd. Dr. Joanna Collicutt – Mental Health: I’m not supposed to feel like this – am I?  
• Panel Q & A (plus Dr Anna Pearson , OB Award winner) 

 

The ticket will give you access to join each session and cover the cost to post a pack of conference 
goodies to your door! For further details and to book your ticket please click HERE 

 

CiS Upcoming Events 
 

25th January 
19:30 

Online - Evolution and the God of Love 
Dr Denis Alexander, Faraday Institute for Science and Religion, 

Cambridge. This is an open lecture suitable for a non-specialist audience. 
In the summer of 2021, the skeleton of Diplodocus, an enormous 
dinosaur, will be displayed in the nave of Norwich Cathedral. This 

provides a good opportunity to think about evolution from the joint 
perspectives of science and faith.  

The struggle for survival against competitors and the natural 
environment, is an essential driver of evolution. How can such a brutal 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/coping-with-controversy-cis-connect-conference-2021-tickets-132530021863


mechanism be compatible with the Christian understanding of a Creator 
God? Online meeting at 7.30pm For the link, please contact 
sfnorfolk1@gmail.com For more information, click here 

  

1st February 
19:00 

Online: New Speakers Evening 
In partnership with the God and the Big Bang Project 
(https://gatbb.co.uk/) we are hosting three new speakers who will each be 
giving a short talk followed by time for questions. Please come to hear and 
encourage these new speakers. 
Online meeting at 7pm. Please register via Eventbrite or contact 
sec.cismanchester@yahoo.co.uk 

  

26th - 27th 
February 

CiS Connect Conference 2021 
Coping with Controversy 

  

1st March 

19:00 

Online: Theology of the Quantum World 
Mark Harris, Professor of Natural Science and Theology in the School of 
Divinity, University of Edinburgh and programme director for the School's 
postgraduate qualifications in Science and Religion, will delve into aspects 
of theology and the quantum world. Online meeting at 7pm. Please 
register via Eventbrite or contact sec.cismanchester@yahoo.co.uk 

  

12th April 
19:00 

Online: The Spiritual Interpretation of Scientific Imagery 
Rev Dr David Gregory, the Ministry Team Leader at Croxley Green Baptist 
Church, will encourage us to consider the spiritual possibilities of scientific 
imagery. Online meeting at 7pm. Please register via Eventbrite or contact 
sec.cismanchester@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 

7th- 8th  
May 

Save the date: CiS Northern Conference 2021 
Digital Theology and the Church 

  

 

  

mailto:sfnorfolk1@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/site/scienceandfaithinnorfolk/events-list/evolution-and-the-god-of-love
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/cis-manchester-science-amp-philosophy-group-17239646656
mailto:sec.cismanchester@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/cis-manchester-science-amp-philosophy-group-17239646656
mailto:sec.cismanchester@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/cis-manchester-science-amp-philosophy-group-17239646656
mailto:sec.cismanchester@yahoo.co.uk


Other News 
 

CiS Local Group Leader Meeting 
We really loved meeting with you on Zoom last year and would like to take the opportunity to meet 
again on Saturday 6th February at 10am. We want to continue to pray together, share some ideas 
for Local Groups Leaders and highlight some of our plans for CIS over the coming year.   
Whether or not you are currently running your Local Group, we would really love you to join us. 
Your prayerful support and wisdom in having run groups will be incredibly valuable to us all.  
 
We look forward to seeing you on the 6th February. Please contact Steph for the zoom link - 
steph.cis@outlook.com 
 
Committee meeting Update  
To read a summary of the last CiS committee meeting – October 2020, please click here. A 
summary of our summer conference, Student Essay, future activities and other items. 
 
Voices on Technology - continuing 
Rev Justin Tomkins is developing the possibility of investigating ways that lessons from the project 
“Voices on Technology” might be applied within different local churches, and through small groups 
of professionals.  
If you would be interested in participating, with a view to engaging within your own parish context 
and/or a professional group, please contact Justin - mailto:email@justintomkins.org  
Justin speaking about the project is available on our YouTube channel – click here to listen 
 

Other Events 
 

Faraday research seminars online 
The seminars will be held as Zoom Webinars and are free to attend. All seminars will be held at 13:00 
GMT. More information and the zoom links can be found at Faraday website  
 

26th January 
‘An Evangelical Philosophy of Science? From Bacon and Paley to Stokes’ 

Dr Stuart Mathieson [Dublin City University] 
 

9th February 
‘How the Quantum Revolution Vindicates Aristotle’s Metaphysics’ 

Prof. Robert Joons [University of Texas] 
 

23rd February 
‘Theology Past the Tipping Point: God’s Goodness in a World of  

Rapid Change’ 
Dr Bethany Sollereder [Oxford University] 

 

mailto:steph.cis@outlook.com
https://www.cis.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/2021-01-CiS-Committee-update.pdf
mailto:email@justintomkins.org
https://youtu.be/VvQOd8z1X3w
https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/events/seminars/


9th March 
‘From Biology to Theology: How Viruses Challenge Our Perception  

of Good and Evil’ 
Dr Mirjam Schilling [Oxford University] 

 

 
St Columba’s-by-the-Castle - Change in a Time of Chaos Series of talks 
This series of online talks focussed on climate change takes place in the run up to COP26 in November 
2021. Speakers from a variety of disciplines will join us to stimulate thought, discussion - and change 
- as we consider the most urgent issue facing our planet. 
 

27th January 
19:30 

Creation Past the Anthropocene Tipping Point 
By Dr Bethany Sollereder, Postdoctoral Fellow in Science and Religion at 
Oxford University 
We think about God’s creation as something that happened a long time 
ago. We live in a ‘created world, past tense. Yet, as human actions re-
shape global ecosystems past the point of no-return, what happens to the 
concept of ‘creation’? Is God still creating? And where do human actions 
and decisions coincide with the ongoing creation of God? In this talk, 
Bethany Sollereder will begin to explore a theology of creation in a world 
‘past the tipping point’. 
For more details and to register, please click here  
Further lectures will follow throughout 2021. This registration page will be 
updated with information about those lectures, as they are scheduled, so 
please do keep an eye on this space! 

 
IRAS (Institute on Religion in an Age of Science) 

28th January 
22:00 GMT 

Extra-terrestrial Species: Will They Be Moral? Will They Be Religious? 
IRAS will host a live session, featuring: 
• Dr. Christopher J. Corbally, SJ, adjunct astronomer at University 

of Arizona and the Vatican Observatory and 
• Dr. Margaret Boone Rappaport, cultural anthropologist, biologist, 

and Co-Founder of The Human Sentience Project, LLC.  
 

The IRAS webinar is FREE but registration is required – for more details 
and to register please click here. The event starts at 5:00 PM EDT which is 
10pm UK time 

 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vQ7eTXSWQbeNBWDAhrUTtg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Li69KEHfSw6ZyVPHcneIGA


ASA Winter Symposium  

30th January 
17:00 GMT 

"Scientific and Spiritual Lessons in the Time of COVID." 
The ASA Winter Symposium featuring Dr Francis Collins who is Director, 
National Institutes of Health and the 2020 Templeton Prize Laureate, will 
share his unique insights. 
 

This virtual event will include key elements of the ASA approach - a 
scientific talk followed by lively discussion, facilitated by local and student 
chapters and concluding with time for fellowship/social interaction.  
 

The three-hour symposium will be broken down as follows: 
17:00 – Lecture with Francis Collins 
18:00 – Local Chapter/Student Discussions 
19:00 – Fellowship/Social Hour 
 

Come join us for one or all three segments. Please register in advance for 
this webinar – click here The event starts at 12:00 PM EDT which is 5pm 
UK time 

 

 
Boyle Lecture on Science and Religion 

3rd February 
18:00 

“The Rediscovery of Contemplation Through Science” 
ISSR is pleased to announce that the 2021 Boyle Lecture will be given by 
Professor Tom McLeish, Professor of Natural Philosophy at the University 
of York. The response this year will be given by The Rt Revd & Rt Hon The 
Lord Rowan Williams of Oystermouth. 
 

Access to the Boyle Lecture will Premiere through ISSR’s YouTube channel 
 

The lecture will be followed at 19:15 pm (- 20:00 pm) by a panel discussion 
on Webinar, with a panel consisting of Professor Tom McLeish, Lord Rowan 
Williams, Professor Sarah Coakley, Dr Sarah Lane Ritchie and Professor 
Fraser Watts, and chaired by Professor Michael J Reiss. Registration for 
this discussion is via Eventbrite 

 
The Well Christian Healing Centre in Leamington Spa 

20th February 
09:30 to 

13:00 

Online teaching event "Pain and Suffering, God and the Bible: Where's the 
Truth?" 
Dr Kate Distin. Too many ‘solutions’ to the traditional problem of evil 
require us to accept that suffering isn’t really as bad as we think. The Bible, 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_62KF6KYJQoitZWDhN4PLWw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL3sh49hXBejQ6js7_1TUfQ
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/rediscovering-science-as-contemplation-post-lecture-panel-debate-tickets-135861039025


in contrast, acknowledges the deep anguish of our hurting world, and 
claims to offer a solution that brings healing, peace and hope. This event 
will unpack the Biblical account of suffering and equip you to reach your 
own conclusions about its truth and power. 
The booking details can be found on The Well Christian Healing Centre in 
Leamington Spa's website. 

 

 Prayer Focus  
 

• Please pray for our upcoming events including the Connect 
conference at the end of February and the Local group leaders’ 
workshop.  
 

• Please pray for the ongoing work of CiS and for guidance and 
wisdom as we plan the other conferences and events this year. 
Please continue to share and invite others to our events who may 
not otherwise be able to join in. 
 

• Please pray for suitable nominations for the Oliver Barclay lecture.  
 

• Please pray for wisdom and inspiration in how we can encourage financial support for CiS to 
continue our multi-faceted work – producing and printing easy to read leaflets, hold online 
events, co-ordinate working with other Christian organisations and maintain CiS staffing to 
organise these activities.  
 

• We have entered 2021 with another country wide lock down. Please continue to pray for one 
another. Some may be receiving the vaccine soon and others are waiting. 
 

• Pray for our local churches, schools, universities, employers, councils and Government as 
they make decisions on how to move forward in light of keeping people safe. 

Thank you for your prayers 
 

We try to update personal preferences each month. However, if you have previously requested “unsubscribe” and have received this in error, please accept our 
apologies and resend your request to me at  

maryb.cis@outlook.com  

https://www.wellhealing.org/events/wheres-the-truth/
mailto:maryb.cis@outlook.com

