
 
 
   

 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

Catch Up Tuesdays 
 

On our YouTube channel today, June 16th we have Steph Bryant and Lizzie Henderson 
from The Faraday Institute – ‘Exploring Big Questions – Science, Faith and Creativity in 

the classroom’ 
Next Tuesday 23rd we have 'Science and the Historicity of the bible' by Sir Colin Humphreys 

Each video will be broadcast on Tuesdays at 4pm. 
 

These videos will be available on our YouTube channel, including all the previous videos, to share 
or watch at a time to suit you. 
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‘Exploring God’s work in 
creation…encouraging concern for the 

environment…applying Biblical 
principles to science and technology’ 

June 2020 CiS Conference 
 

Monday 10th August to 
Friday 14th, August 2020 

 

Online at 4pm each day 
 

God and Pandemics 
 

We will have 4 speakers Monday to Thursday and a 
panel discussion of the Friday. 

 

Speakers: 

• Prof Bob White - Faraday Institute for Science 
and Religion 

• Mirjam Schilling - University of Oxford 

• Dr Simon Kolstoe - University of Portsmouth, 
UK 

• Oliver Barclay Lecture winner 2020 
 

Other details are being finalised and will be  
confirmed next month. 

CIS UPDATE 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXB19JcIwnwJIdyzRvZW_4A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXB19JcIwnwJIdyzRvZW_4A


Local Group News 
 

For latest information, check the CiS website at www.cis.org.uk/groups/ or the CiS app. 
If you would like to be involved, contact your local group or our DO Steph Bevan 

steph.cis@outlook.com  
 

A number of CiS groups are holding Online events, but we often don’t have much forward 
notice – please keep checking our website. We will have them shown as sliders on the home 
page - the images that move across the screen. Plus, the details will be on the hosting group’s 
home page. 

 
Online  
Monday 22nd June, 7.30 – 8.45 pm: Plagues and Pandemics: Perspectives from Science 
and Faith 
 
Hosted by the Norwich local group 
Speaker: Professor Bob White, Director of the Faraday Institute for Science and Religion, 
Cambridge. His on-line talk, lasting 30 minutes, will be followed by a period of 
interactive discussion. 
 
Zoom Meeting: to obtain the link, please contact Nick Brewin – sfnorfolk1@gmail.com  

 

Family News 
 
As many of you may be aware, sadly Sir John Houghton passed away in April. We did 
place an obituary on our website, but didn’t include a notice in last month’s update. 
(My apologies for not doing so.) Our current Chairman, Prof Paul Ewart wrote about 
the life of Sir John and it can be read online – please click here. 
 
Sir John was a former vice-president of Christians in Science and we extend our 
sympathy to his family and friends. 
 

Other News 
 
2020 Student Essay competition is OPEN 
Please encourage student you know to enter the CiS Student essay competition. Essays 
of no more than 1000 words to be on one of the following titles: 

• Future challenges for Christians in the sciences 

• Can Science explain Religion? 

• A Christian response to pandemics 

• How can Science and Scripture inform ethics? 
 

http://www.cis.org.uk/groups/
http://www.cis.org.uk/groups/
mailto:steph.cis@outlook.com
mailto:sfnorfolk1@gmail.com
https://www.cis.org.uk/obituary-for-sir-john-houghton/


£500 First prize     £250 Second prize     £100 Third prize 
 
Submissions close at MIDNIGHT on 30th August 2020. Please read full details – click 
here. The first prize will be announced later in the year, and the essay will be published 
in the PreCiS. 
 

Request for Advice on / Endorsement of a Christian Climate Emergency Resource 
This request is made on behalf of a working group including representatives from 
Tearfund, Christian Aid and other environmental groups looking to help Christian 
churches, schools and other organisations respond to the climate crisis.  
We're developing a resource to help organisations do three things: declare a climate 
emergency, make a meaningful plan for change and act for wider social awareness. This 
is where we need help from members of Christians in Science. We are looking for 
Christian scientists and scientific bodies to offer comment on draft versions of this 
resource, and/or to offer endorsement later in the summer.  
Our aim is to build a wider Christian consensus about the climate crisis and help local 
churches make a more significant difference. If you'd be willing to be contacted with 
more details, please send an email to Mark Powley (marktpowley@gmail.com). 
 
Course development grants in Science and Theology. 
The “New Visions in Theological Anthropology” (NViTA) project at the University of 
St. Andrews has announced a new round of course development grants in Science and 
Theology.  
We encourage the development of new courses which use empirical research in some 
aspect of theology/religion. While we are especially drawn to the pairings of (1) Moral 
Theology & Evolutionary Biology, (2) Spiritual Formation & Developmental 
Psychology, and (3) Ecclesiology & Cognitive Science, we welcome proposals for any 
syllabus that engages theology with empirical science. Since developing any new course 
will take time away from other research, we have launched this series of Course 
Development Grants and offer stipends of £2,000. 
Deadline 30 June 2020. 
More information can be found here: https://set.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/course-
development-grant/  
 
ACT Job vacancy: Executive Officer – 2 days per week 
As Association of Christian Teachers (ACT) approaches its fiftieth year of seeking ‘to 
serve, equip and inspire Christians in education’ it is wanting to appoint a new 
Executive Officer who will develop and lead the work of the Association. These are 
challenging times in education and with God’s grace, through this appointment ACT 
intends to rise to these challenges. 
 
For other details please check their website or email act-official@outlook.com, closing 
date 30th June 2020. 
 

https://www.cis.org.uk/students/essay-competition/
https://www.cis.org.uk/students/essay-competition/
mailto:marktpowley@gmail.com
https://set.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/course-development-grant/
https://set.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/course-development-grant/
https://christian-teachers.org.uk/noticesads
mailto:act-official@outlook.com


Other Events 
Please confirm directly with the organiser, any events are still going ahead, 

 as current C-19 regulations keep changing. 
 
LASAR Conference - ONLINE 
Monday 22nd June – Tuesday 23rd June 2020: Science, Religion and Big Questions: What 
are Big Questions – and how can we help school students and young adults to explore them?  

The Learning about Science and Religion (LASAR) Research Centre conference will 
consist of a symposium on the 22 June and a day of conference presentations on the 23 

June. We are still adapting and working on the timetable to accommodate all the 
presentations and keynotes and the detailed timetable will be published in a due course. 
We are delighted to have 35 presenters and 5 keynotes confirmed. To see the list of 

keynotes please click here 

Registration is essential to enable us to send you access links closer to time. Thank you and we 
look forward to seeing you at the conference – to register click here 

For more information, please see: http://www.epistemicinsight.com/?page_id=1377   
 
CRES Admissions 2020.  
This is the normal time of year when advertising starts for students to take the distance 
learning course Christian Rural and Environmental Studies (CRES). Obviously, things 
are different this year. They have already had several enquiries from people asking if 
they can start the course earlier than the normal time of September/October, and the 
answer is yes they can. If you would like to join us the best place to start is HERE. 
 

Prayer Focus 
 

• Please pray for the organising teams for the August CiS conferences, as they work 
out all the details required for the next event. 
 

• Please continue to pray for the ongoing Coronavirus situation. Many are still 
working long hours to help us. Remember in prayer too all those making the 
decisions that will affect our lives - may God give them wisdom, particularly as 
we are easing out of the lockdown period. 
 

• Please continue to pray for each other. Many of our membership have been 
affected both directly or indirectly by this disease. Pray for our local churches and 
schools. Please remember your neighbours - this includes your colleagues, 
families and those who live near you. 
 

http://www.epistemicinsight.com/?page_id=1382
https://www.canterbury.ac.uk/education/conferences-events/2020/2020-06-22-epistemic-insight-and-big-questions.aspx
http://www.epistemicinsight.com/?page_id=1377
https://www.cres.org.uk/cres-admissions-2020/


• Please pray for the local groups teams as they also make decisions on their events 
and for the many other events organised around the UK. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

We try to update personal preferences each month. However, if you have previously requested “unsubscribe” 
and have received this in error, please accept our apologies and resend your request to me at  

maryb.cis@outlook.com  

mailto:maryb.cis@outlook.com

