
CORRESPONDENCE

Science & Christian Belief, Vol 37, No. 2 • 165

SAMUEL McKEE
Christianity and Futurism: Where are 
the Christian futurists?

One has to look hard to find Futurists with a religious background. When 
considering futurism, you may think of Lord Martin Rees, or perhaps Neil De-
Grasse Tyson and Yuval Noah Harari at a popular level. For too long, futurism 
has been associated with secular thinkers and atheist visions of a glorious 
human future. Carl Sagan was an immense inspiration in the 20th century in 
presenting the frontiers of science during the period which spanned the Apollo 
and Voyager missions as well as the Silicon Valley boom of technology.

However, Christian voices of the future tend to proceed down one of two 
tracks: the apocalyptic and the cautionary.

The apocalyptic futurists talk of the end times with a great deal of pessimism 
where technology is concerned. The scientists and engineers are misguided 
atheists with a vision of a new Babel, seeking to glorify man and end up in the 
futility of trying to play God. Christ returns to deliver us from our futile efforts 
and we reign with Him in heaven, where spacefaring, genetic engineering and 
artificial intelligence are a memory of the bad old days. One doesn’t need to push 
the frontiers when one has the book of Revelation. The apocalyptic may have 
been troubled by Apollo 11 as it does not appear in the apocalyptic literature. 
Perhaps it would be naïve of me to think that a Christian scientist proclaiming 
a brighter future of medicine, travel, space industry and technology would be 
well received against the vision of tribulation and the rise of antichrist to bring 
the world down into despair before Christ’s return.

The cautionary Christian voices are those bringing the pessimism as a coun-
ter to the passionate, visionary futurist who calls on others to build a techno-
society as fast as possible. The voice of caution may well be a voice of reason; 
seeking wisdom and prudence alongside the power of the new technology. 
Christian voices have certainly been needed to bring everyone to a discussion 
table over the implications of developing science. Given that technology often 
moves faster than this conversation, this will also remain necessary. The Chris-
tian ethical framework has clearer red lines than most and is also one of invita-
tion. The difficulties with the cautionary voice lie in the optics. We have too 
often allowed the voices of those with very different worldviews to monopolize 
the ground of inspiration, encouragement, optimism and innovation. Appear-
ances show the Christian lagging behind, telling others it cannot or shouldn’t 
be done, and asking for all to slow down. As such, atheist voices are seen as 
the champions of science and the Christian voice as more regressive and less 
enthusiastic. The Christian voice is the voice of the impossible. We know that 
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this is not really how it is, but the optics say otherwise.

Both the apocalyptic and the cautionary can be seen as reminding society 
that ‘All these things will fade away and it is all for nothing in the end.’	  Re-
ligion is the vision of the utopian yesterday, whether it is Islam and the longing 
for the 7th century, or Christianity and the glorious power of the early church 
and the end times, where we currently stand in the in-between. Neither are at 
all conducive with futurism in society.

The alternative is that the Christian voice is not heard at all. Sadly, this is 
where things currently stand. One would be hard pressed to find ‘futurism’ as 
seen in science and technology with society in any Christian bookshop. Like-
wise, where are the Christian futurist voices in a high street bookshop? It is 
high time we entered this space with the rigor and enthusiasm we work out in 
our daily disciplines in academia and the laboratory or observatory.

I consider myself a futurist and an optimist. Many of my religious peers do 
as well. Indeed, the conviction in our science is one of healing and redemption 
as well as building with a noble calling. This to me seems to follow the example 
of the Christian pioneers of science such as Bacon, Boyle, Kepler and Newton. 
Can a Christian dream of a techno utopia on the Moon and Mars, with societies 
living in earth orbit and beyond, and still be in keeping with scripture? I see no 
reason why not.

Is there a space then for a Christian Future Thinkers Society, or some vari-
ation of this? The early days of the Royal Society were full of Christians with a 
vision for science, society and the future. Somewhere along the way, the space 
of future science dreaming became very much the habitation of the secular 
thinkers whose promise of a scientific future can include a lament of religion 
for holding us back. The normalization of this has perhaps made it a strange 
anomaly for a Christian that would reenter this domain.

We risk the disillusionment of many Christians if scientific and technological 
progress has not been adequately addressed by those in the sciences from a 
Christian perspective. And my perspective is one of optimistic futurism along-
side many of my non-religious peers. I would encourage more to consider en-
tering this space with encouragement and volume.
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