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Editorial

Having been an avid reader of Science & Christian Belief for the last twenty
years, | am delighted and honoured to be its new Editor, after taking over from
Keith Fox earlier this year. Keith has had a redoubtable thirteen-year innings
as Editor and I'm sure you - the readers, authors, editorial board, referees,
and parent organisations (CiS and VI) - will join me in thanking him for all
his efforts and expertise in expediting issue after issue of stimulating content
and high-quality scholarship. [ would also personally like to thank Keith for
such a smooth hand-over, and to wish him every blessing in his new calling
as ‘Reverend Professor’! Sam McKee, who I'm sure will be known to many, has
joined me as Assistant Editor, alongside our existing Associate Editors and
Editorial Board members.

My initial aims going forward are threefold:

1. To maintain the journal’s niche within the academic field of science and
religion as one that primarily addresses a readership of Christian professional
scientists. For this reason, we will continue to endeavour to publish material
that lies at the intersection of science and Christian theology, but which is
written in a style that is, as far as possible, accessible to non-specialists.

2. To broaden the journal’s participation, in terms of both readership and
authorship. The journal has recently moved to Open Access (free to publish and
free to read) which we hope will go some way towards broadening readership.
Sam and I are also adding a new section to the journal, headed ‘News & Views,
which Sam will edit. We hope in this section to publish short (400-900 word)
opinion pieces that will not be peer reviewed and will not require the same
standard of scholarship as our main articles and correspondence. So, please do
have a think about what interests you in the realm of science and faith and share
your views, questions, or ideas. In response to these, we might commission
articles or reviews written by specialists. We are particularly looking to hear
from scientists whose disciplines are not often represented in the journal: how
does your Christian faith impact your particular science or technology, and vice
versa; and what questions are raised that are unique to your own field?

3. To maintain a high standard of scholarship for the journal’s main
articles. If [ might use an evolutionary biology metaphor, we need to continue
to apply a strong selection pressure (in the form of stringent refereeing) upon
all our submitted articles, and for that we need to augment our distinguished
Editorial Board with further expertise and experience. But as well as attending
to the ‘survival of the fittest’ we also need to think of the ‘arrival of the fittest’
- that is to say, how we encourage or stimulate new submissions, rather than
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simply wait for them to appear. For that, we can perhaps all play a part by
persuading scholars whom we know to write an article or a review. | have
already started to commission pieces and hope that, in time, scholars in science
and religion will view our journal as an important vehicle for disseminating
their ideas to the community of Christian working scientists.

Turning now to this month’s issue, we have two main articles.

In the first, ‘Climate change seen through the lens of natural evil, geologist
Hugh Rollinson argues that whilst human sin clearly lies behind the over-
exploitation of our planet, the scale of resulting disasters (happening now or
predicted in the future) is beyond what human agency alone can accomplish
which suggests, therefore, the involvement of malign spiritual powers. As
such, the paper sits alongside ‘angelic fall’ and ‘spiritual warfare’ theodicies
or defences which seek to explain why God allows so-called ‘natural evil.
Rollinson brings to our attention the interesting possibility that anthropogenic
climate change represents an aggravation of pre-existing sources of chaos,
leading, in effect, to a collusion of moral agents. Not everybody will agree
with this position, and some might see it leading to a diminishment of human
responsibility, but it is surely an important option to consider.

The second main article, “The Incarnation and the Copernican Principle,
by mathematician, Martin Barlow, is a contribution to the growing field of
‘exo-theology’ - the study of how the existence of intelligent extra-terrestrial
life might affect religious beliefs, doctrines, and the concept of God. Barlow
examines some possibilities for how such putative ‘alien’ life could be redeemed
if the famous Copernican Principle (CP) were to be upheld - that is, the
principle that human beings do not occupy a statistically exceptional position
within the cosmos. After reviewing the history of CP and classic approaches
to alien soteriology, Barlow concludes that either extra-terrestrial aliens do
not exist (leaving humanity one of a kind, rather than exceptional within a
kind), or if they do exist, each will need its own separate divine incarnation
(rather than rely on the human incarnation of Christ, which would privilege the
human species and thus infringe the Copernican Principle). The paper is a good
example of how some logical, mathematical thinking can narrow down options
even within a highly speculative field.

In this issue we are also publishing three letters, two from Sam McKee and
one from Sy Garte, along with eleven book reviews.

Andrew Jackson is Editor of Science & Christian Belief and Research Associate at
the Faraday Institute for Science and Religion and St Edmund’s College Cambridge.
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