
 
 
   

 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

Family News 
 

Sadly, long standing CiS member Stephen Bell of Dundee has passed away. 
After spending several months in hospital, he died peacefully in St. Andrews 

Community Hospital on 20th March this year. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife, Moira, family and friends. 

This month’s highlights 

Catch Up Tuesdays 

Family News 

Local Group News 

Other News  

Other Events  

Prayer Focus  

 

‘Exploring God’s work in 
creation…encouraging concern for the 

environment…applying Biblical 
principles to science and technology’ 

May 2020 Catch Up 
Tuesdays 

 

During the month of June, we will  
be screening talks from previous  

years and adding them to  
our new YouTube channel. 

 

Each video will be broadcast on  
Tuesdays at 4pm. 

 
SUBSCRIBE to our YouTube channel to join us 

watching LIVE each week or, once they have been 
screened, catch up with the videos at your leisure.  

 
The first talk in this series is Dr Ruth Bancewicz on 
‘Wonders of the Living World – Biology and Belief’ 

which will be broadcast on Tuesday 2nd June at 4pm. 

CIS UPDATE 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXB19JcIwnwJIdyzRvZW_4A


Local Group News 
 

For latest information, check the CiS website at www.cis.org.uk/groups/ or the CiS app. 
If you would like to be involved, contact your local group or our DO Steph Bevan 

steph.cis@outlook.com  
 

A number of CiS groups are holding Online events, but we often don’t have much 
forward notice – please keep checking our website. We will have them shown as sliders 
on the home page - the images that move across the screen. Plus, the details will be 
on the hosting group’s home page. 
 

Tuesday 19th May, 7pm 
 

Online event CiS-NE: God and the Big Bang 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://newcastleuniversity.zoom.us/j/95238256069  

 

Meeting ID: 952 3825 6069 
No password required 

 

For information about the project, see www.gatbb.co.uk 
 

Thank you to the Tyneside and Northumberland group for hosting this event. You do not 
need to register in advance but Bill (bill.clegg@newcastle.ac.uk) would be pleased to hear if 
you are thinking of joining, to have some idea of numbers. Please share the invitation; this 

could include fellow church members and school teachers. 

 

Other News 
Spring PreCiS and S&CB 
The PreCiS and S&CB have been posted and the PreCiS is available on our website – 
click here 
 
2020 Student Essay competition is OPEN 
Please encourage student you know to enter the CiS Student essay competition. Essays 
of no more than 1000 words to be on one of the following titles: 

• Future challenges for Christians in the sciences 

• Can Science explain Religion? 

• A Christian response to pandemics 

• How can Science and Scripture inform ethics? 
 

£500 First prize     £250 Second prize     £100 Third prize 
 

http://www.cis.org.uk/groups/
mailto:steph.cis@outlook.com
https://newcastleuniversity.zoom.us/j/95238256069
http://www.gatbb.co.uk/
mailto:bill.clegg@newcastle.ac.uk
https://www.cis.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Precis-2020-spring-no95.pdf


Submissions close at MIDNIGHT on 30th August 2020. Please read full details – click 
here. The first prize will be announced later in the year, and the essay will be published 
in the PreCiS. 
 

Request for Advice on / Endorsement of a Christian Climate Emergency Resource 
This request is made on behalf of a working group including representatives from 
Tearfund, Christian Aid and other environmental groups looking to help Christian 
churches, schools and other organisations respond to the climate crisis.  
We're developing a resource to help organisations do three things: declare a climate 
emergency, make a meaningful plan for change and act for wider social awareness. This 
is where we need help from members of Christians in Science. We are looking for 
Christian scientists and scientific bodies to offer comment on draft versions of this 
resource, and/or to offer endorsement later in the summer.  
Our aim is to build a wider Christian consensus about the climate crisis and help local 
churches make a more significant difference. If you'd be willing to be contacted with 
more details, please send an email to Mark Powley (marktpowley@gmail.com). 
 
Job vacancies – Faraday Institute 
Three Part-Time Positions Available - The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion 
Youth and Schools Programme: Training Officer, Programme Officer, and Programme 
Researcher 
Could you help us to equip and engage young people and their influencers in exploring 
big questions of science and religious faith? 
The Faraday Institute Youth and Schools Programme is seeking to expand its reach by 
employing enthusiastic and creative individuals to fill 3 part-time positions.  
Training Officer contract will be for 3 years. Programme Officer, and Programme 
Researcher contracts will initially be for 18 months, with the goal of extending to 3 years. 
Applications for more than one position will be accepted. 
For more information visit their website. Or contact admin@faraday.cam.ac.uk for full 
job descriptions and further information about The Faraday Institute Youth and Schools 
Programme. 
Applications are being accepted until June 5th. Interviews are expected around June 
22nd. 
 
Course development grants in Science and Theology. 
The “New Visions in Theological Anthropology” (NViTA) project at the University of 
St. Andrews has announced a new round of course development grants in Science and 
Theology.  
We encourage the development of new courses which use empirical research in some 
aspect of theology/religion. While we are especially drawn to the pairings of (1) Moral 
Theology & Evolutionary Biology, (2) Spiritual Formation & Developmental 
Psychology, and (3) Ecclesiology & Cognitive Science, we welcome proposals for any 
syllabus that engages theology with empirical science. Since developing any new course 

https://www.cis.org.uk/students/essay-competition/
https://www.cis.org.uk/students/essay-competition/
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will take time away from other research, we have launched this series of Course 
Development Grants and offer stipends of £2,000. 
Deadline 30 June 2020. 
More information can be found here: https://set.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/course-
development-grant/  
 

Other Events 
Please confirm directly with the organiser, any events are still going ahead, 

 as current C-19 regulations keep changing. 
 
Oxford - ONLINE 
Monday 22nd June – Tuesday 23rd June 2020: Science, Religion and Big Questions: What 
are Big Questions – and how can we help school students and young adults to explore them?  

The Learning about Science and Religion (LASAR) Research Centre conference will 
consist of a symposium on the 22 June and a day of conference presentations on the 23 

June. We are still adapting and working on the timetable to accommodate all the 
presentations and keynotes and the detailed timetable will be published in a due course. 
We are delighted to have 35 presenters and 5 keynotes confirmed. To see the list of 

keynotes please click here 

Registration is essential to enable us to send you access links closer to time. Thank you and we 
look forward to seeing you at the conference – to register click here 

For more information, please see: http://www.epistemicinsight.com/?page_id=1377   
 
CRES Admissions 2020.  
This is the normal time of year when advertising starts for students to take the distance 
learning course Christian Rural and Environmental Studies (CRES). Obviously, things 
are different this year. They have already had several enquiries from people asking if 
they can start the course earlier than the normal time of September/October, and the 
answer is yes they can. If you would like to join us the best place to start is HERE. 
 

Prayer Focus 
 

• Please remember in prayer the family and friends of Stephen Bell of Dundee. 
 

• Continue to pray for the ongoing Coronavirus situation. It has affected many 
already and is continuing to do so in the UK and globally. For those working 
towards a vaccine and all those on the frontline, whether in the NHS nationally, 
or in our small corner stores and so many between. Many are still working long 
hours to help us. 

https://set.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/course-development-grant/
https://set.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/course-development-grant/
http://www.epistemicinsight.com/?page_id=1382
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https://www.cres.org.uk/cres-admissions-2020/


• Remember in prayer too all those making the decisions that will affect our lives - 
may God give them wisdom, particularly as we start to come out of the lockdown 
period. 
 

• Please continue to pray for each other. Many of our membership have been 
affected both directly or indirectly by this disease. Pray for our local churches and 
schools. Please remember your neighbours - this includes your colleagues, 
families and those who live near you. 
 

• Please pray for the organising teams for the next CiS conferences, as they work 
out all the details required for the next event. 
 

• Please pray for the local groups teams as they also make decisions on their events 
and for the many other events organised around the UK. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

We try to update personal preferences each month. However, if you have previously requested “unsubscribe” 
and have received this in error, please accept our apologies and resend your request to me at  

maryb.cis@outlook.com  
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