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Prof Neil Messer – “Pious primates with believing brains: what do evolutionary, cognitive 
and neuroscientific studies of religion imply for Christian faith and theology?” 
Neil Messer is Professor of Theology at the University of Winchester, and a minister of the 
United Reformed Church. Following a Biochemistry degree at the University of Bristol and 
doctoral research at the MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology, Cambridge, he studied 
theology at Cambridge and King’s College London. He worked in pastoral ministry and 
taught theology and ethics in Birmingham and the University of Wales before moving to 
Winchester in 2009. His research is focused on the intersections of the biosciences and 
health care with theology and ethics. His publications include Flourishing: Health, Disease 
and Bioethics in Theological Perspective (SCM Press, 2013), Theological Neuroethics: 
Christian Ethics Meets the Science of the Human Brain (Bloomsbury, 2017) and Science in 
Theology: Encounters between Science and the Christian Tradition (Bloomsbury, 
forthcoming, 2020). 
 
Prof Keith R Fox – “The challenges of recent developments in genome modification” 
School of Biological Sciences, University of Southampton and Faraday Institute for Science 
and Religion Cambridge  
 
Dr Hilary Marlow - Christian faith and the Environment: Responding to an Urgent Challenge 
Biblical Scholar Dr Hilary Marlow is a freelance researcher, writer and speaker on the Bible 
and environmental issues in a range of contexts, both academic and non-academic. She is a 
Graduate Tutor at Girton College Cambridge and teaches in the Faculty of Divinity. Hilary 
relaxes by tending a small field just outside Cambridge with her husband Ian, where they 
grow fruit and vegetables and have nesting barn owls. 
 
Cara Parrett - 2019 Oliver Barclay Lecture winner 
Cara is a marine researcher with communication experience in the field and the academic 
environment. She is the communication manager for a Centre within the University of 
Cambridge Engineering Department. 
 
Prof John Wood and Prof Berry Billingsley – “Trust in Science” 
John, initially a metallurgist, is currently chair of the ATTRACT advisory board based at CERN 
in conjunction with other EIROforum members seeking to develop future disruptive 
technologies. He has held academic posts at the Open University, Nottingham University 
and Imperial College (as Principal of the Faculty of Engineering). From 2001‐2007 he was 
chief executive of the Council for the Central Laboratory of the Research Councils. Currently 
he holds visiting chairs at Imperial College, Brunel, Cranfield and Liverpool Hope Universities 
and has honorary doctorates from universities in Romania, Ghana and India. He is a fellow 
of the Royal Academy of Engineering and was made a CBE in 2007 for "services to science."  
In 2010 he was made an “Officer of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany” 
He remains an adviser to several worldwide universities, governments and the European 
Commission. He is a trustee of the Episcopal University of South Sudan and a council 
member of Brunel University. He is a non-executive director of a number of companies and 
is a Reader in the Church of England and chair of Christians in Science Trust. 



Berry is a Professor of Science Education and leads the LASAR (Learning about Science and 
Religion) Research Centre at Canterbury Christ Church University. Berry’s first career was 
with the BBC, producing and presenting television and radio programmes about science at 
the frontiers of knowledge, such as 'Tomorrow's World', BBC World Service's 'Science in 
Action' and a special episode of 'Search Out Science' for schools TV starring the character Dr 
Who. This, and a physics degree, inspires her interest in Big Questions. Berry is also 
interested in young people's engagement in science and how science is reported in the 
media.  
Questions such as 'Can a robot be a good friend?' 'How do we keep the planet safe?' 'Can 
our recent image of a Black Hole also be called a photograph?' and 'How can we best help 
people who are sick?' create challenges for educators: What is the value of working with 
questions that don’t have simple and agreed-upon answers?  
The LASAR (Learning about Science and Religion) Research Centre, led by Professor Berry 
Billingsley, generates educational guidelines and resources on why and how to explore 
different types of questions. The Centre founded the construct, epistemic insight and works 
with national curriculum writers, charities, teacher associations and STEM organisations.  
See www.epistemicinsight.com and www.canterbury.ac.uk/lasar  

http://www.epistemicinsight.com/
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/lasar

