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Student Launch Lunch at 

Bristol 

 

11th October, 1-2pm, 

Woodlands Church Bristol 

Please contact Emily for details  

do@cis.org.uk  

Breaking  

News 

Spreading the Good News of Science 

and Faith - 2016 Northern Conference Report  

Given ongoing misunderstandings of how science and Christianity 

can healthily interact in the media, our churches and the public in 

general, there is a clear need for action, to challenge this from 

those of us who see the two in partnership rather than conflict. 

Fortunately, in recent years there has been an increasing number 

of initiatives across the UK that aim to do exactly that. Some of 

these initiatives are very new, while others are reinforcing and 

expanding the work of existing organisations - such as activities in 

our own Christians in Science.  

This year's Northern Conference provided a timely forum for 

many of these groups and programmes to present their visions 

and the latest results of their work. The speakers represented 

organisations active across a range of target audiences from 

academia, churches, work and everything in between. Not to be 

underestimated either was the opportunity the 
Continued on page 2 

Mary Browett, Executive Officer, 59 Carlyon Gardens, Exeter EX1 3AG. Tel: 07523 203643 eo@cis.org.uk  

Diana Briggs, Secretary, 5 Northmoor Road, Oxford OX2 6UW. Tel: 01865 420007 secretary@cis.org.uk   

Nominations 

for the 

Christians in 

Science  

Oliver Barclay 

Lecture  

 

Closing date 

30th November 

2016 

 

Please see Page 6 

for more details 



 

 describing some of the workings of marine 

conservation research of A Rocha. Bob described 

how the work not only provided a Christian 

community for marine scientists in which to work 

and foster mentoring, but also how it presented a 

distinctive Christian presence within the scientific 

community. It was a very refreshing take on what 

might normally be considered ‘public 

engagement’ when compared to our traditional 

focuses on hosting activities and qualitatively 

measuring impacts 

Next was Kathryn Pritchard from the Equipping 

Christian Leadership in an Age of Science Project. 

Kathryn outlined the various strands of this new 

multi-pronged project and explained they were 

very much on the lookout for innovative ideas and 

partnerships between scientists and churches, 

echoing the thoughts of earlier speakers.  

The final talk of the day was presented by our 

own Development Officer, Emily Sturgess. Emily 

gave an overview of how people have interacted 

with CiS and the direction we should be moving 

with our latest grant. She was also keen to 

promote the community aspects of our 

organisation given that we are not just another 

‘academic’ society. Specific attention was drawn 

to how our interactions with both those outside 

the Christian community and with each other 

(particularly in the world of fast paced online 

discussions) can reflect our values and attitudes in 

the public view.  

The day drew to a close with a panel discussion 

where attendees were able to ask speakers to 

expand on various points they had made and what 

they saw collectively as the next stops for public 

engagement of science and Christianity. One 

particular thing that emerged from this was the 

2 

conference provided for many of these to engage 

both with one another and with a potential new 

cache of volunteers to help power them forward.  

Denis Alexander of the Faraday Institute began 

the day with an excellent overview of the past 

and current state of science and Christianity in the 

UK. Denis provided a helpful historic viewpoint of 

not just when, but why, the interaction between 

the two took the direction it had, in contrast to 

other areas of the world. He charted the rise in 

interest and accessible materials in the post-war 

years within the UK Christian academic 

community. He noted how this contrasted with 

the later rise of young earth creationism at pew 

level in many churches in the 1980s. He 

concluded with thoughts on the more recent 

beginnings of organisations such as the Faraday 

Institute. Denis encouraged us all, as Christian 

scientists, to take ownership of the conversation 

and to seek innovative and creative methods with 

which to communicate our message and steer 

church opinion onto a more positive footing. 

These thoughts were echoed in the second talk 

by Ruth Bancewicz. She encouraged us to listen 

to what resources churches and Christians are 

asking for, but also to be bold when providing 

them. She presented thoughts from the planning 

stages of the 'Test of Faith' project. These showed 

not only how it was shaped by early feedback 

from potential users, but also how it took a lead 

in presenting new topics, such as the implications 

of neuroscience. While increasingly prominent 

within public and academic discussions, our 

churches had not yet adequately engaged with 

this topic.  

Following this Stephanie Bryant presented results 

from God and the Big Bang project. This project 

brings in working scientists to interact directly 

with teenagers in schools. The aim is to spark 

interest in both science and Christianity, 

encouraging participants to stop and think 

through some of the misleading stories they may 

have been told about how the two can interact. 

Stephanie presented results from surveys taken 

before and after the activity. These showed the 

work was clearly having a good impact with the 

teenagers, both in terms of engagement and 

promoting thoughtful questioning.  

Bob Sluka then provided a change in tack, Discussion Panel 



 

danger of doing nothing, instead of being active in 

communicating good science and deep faith in the 

face of current aggressive challenges from both 

public and Christian based groups.  

What was most notable throughout the day was 

the thoughtfulness of projects and also how they 

were driven by evidence of best practice 

throughout - surveys, questionnaires, and other 

formal feedback mechanisms. These are all key 

(although often poorly implemented) objectives in 

the general field of science communication as 

well. It was encouraging to see these mechanisms 

of such central importance to the projects 

presented.  

The main presentations were not the only 

organisations to get a chance to present their 

work on the day either. Throughout the day we 

had a series of short two minute presentations 

from various individuals and groups highlighting 

other projects going on locally and nationally.  

Great thanks must be extended to the Sheffield 

Christians in Science group for putting together 

such an interesting day which hopefully left us all 

very inspired and in no danger of doing nothing!  

(Also thanks for the biscuits. Never forget the 

mountains of biscuits at the refreshment table…) 

By Gavin Merrifield  

 

 

2016 Autumn PreCiS Interview –  

Dr Rhoda Hawkins - Lecturer in 

Physics at the University of 

Sheffield 

 

Firstly congratulations, you are the first 

recipient of the Oliver Barclay lecture award.  

From what I’ve heard about Oliver Barclay, he 

would be delighted to encourage young people to 

communicate. I ruled myself out as a candidate as 

I thought I was “too old”, so I felt very honoured 

when it was awarded to me. 

I’d like this lecture to encourage younger people, 

to be courageous in 
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communicating. Sometimes people feel they are 

too young or inexperienced. However I hope 

people will see that you do not have to be a 

professor to contribute something. 

I’m planning to talk about “Order and Disorder”. I 

would like to develop this topic further in the 

future, ideally by collaborating with a theologian. 

When did you become a Christian? 

I don’t have an exact date since I gradually grew 

into faith. My father was a vicar while I was 

growing up. This had advantages and 

disadvantages. I saw church as an institution, 

made up of a bunch of Christians who sometimes 

got things wrong, but fortunately I didn’t blame 

God. I retained my faith in God as a good God, 

even while people messed things up. 

Would you like to give a brief outline of your 

work background? 

I completed my undergraduate masters physics 

degree in Oxford and my PhD in Leeds with Tom 

McLeish. I then 

did 3 postdoc 

jobs in 3 different 

E u r o p e a n 

c ou n t r ie s  i n 

Amsterdam, Paris 

and Bristol before 

finally getting a 

lectureship in 

Sheffield. I am 

also a visiting 

Lecturer at AIMS 

(African Institute 

for Mathematical 

Sciences) which 

has taken me to South Africa, Senegal and Ghana.  

When I speak about science and faith at 

secondary schools, for example for the “God and 

the Big Bang” project, I find it fun because you 

never know what  teenagers will ask. They will 

often ask questions adults are too reserved to ask. 

Where would you like to see CiS in five/ten 

years’ time? 

I’d like to see the membership number growing. 

I’m aware of a lot of people, who are both 

Christians and scientists, but are not member of 

Christians in Science. I think they would benefit 

from being a member and we would benefit from 

them being members. I’d like to see people of all 

age groups joining CiS. The new Templeton grant 

project will help in reaching out to university 

students. 

What has been the most interesting thing you 

have worked on in your career? 

One of the most interesting things I have worked 

on is cell migration. I started working on this in 

Paris a number of years ago. I initially started 

looking at it with an interest in the science. I was 

working with people from the Curie Institute and 

began to realise the work I was involved in had 

potential applications in cancer research. 

I found it exciting that something that was 

fascinating on a fundamental science level could 

also be potentially of great benefit to applications 

in medicine. I didn’t set out to work in cancer but 

this is something that has developed recently. I’m 

about to start a 4 year project that is funded by 

Cancer Research UK. It is a collaboration 

between Physics and Oncology.  

What do you see as the current major 

challenge in the field of science and 

Christianity? 

I think it is moving on from conflict. I’ve been 

saddened to see conflict over Creation vs 

Evolution. Now is the time to move on from 

being dominated by reaction to controversial 

issues. I'd like to see us be positive about faith and 

science and to engage with some of the 

interesting tricky issues of the future like “ethics”, 

“what does it mean to be human?”, “what about 

artificial intelligence?”. Thinking about how our 

Christian faith and our science interact positively 

reinforces each other. 

How has your faith helped you in your career?  

My faith and science have always gone together, 

hand in hand. I grew up as a Christian with a 

fascination of the world around me. This was very 

much connected to my belief that it was God’s 

creation. Therefore, it must be interesting to 

study. 

Both my parents encouraged my interest in the 

world around me. In a sense my faith brought me 

to science in the first place. The more I studied 

science, the more that drew me closer to God, 

the Creator. It showed me how amazing He is, 

through seeing how amazing creation is. The 
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 thanks to a friend, Richard Dimery, telling me 

about CiS. Although I found it inspiring, I 

remember feeling somewhat out of place at the 

first CiS conference I went to, because I was the 

youngest one there. It was good when Ruth 

Bancewicz started working for CiS and 

encouraged more young people to get involved.  

During my PhD days I was the CiS student rep on 

the committee, before moving abroad. I'm 

currently serving a second time as a CiS 

committee member.  

What science-faith book have you most 

enjoyed or found most helpful? 

The first science and faith book I read was 

“Quarks, Chaos and Christianity” by John 

Polkinghorne. He has been a real inspiration to 

me. I found the seriousness with which John takes 

both the science (physics) and theology exciting.  

I was privileged to meet him as an undergraduate 

in Oxford when he accepted my invitation to give 

a talk. I had the opportunity to discuss some of his 

ideas with him in person and was encouraged by 

the way he genuinely engaged with me in 

conversation, even though I was young. 

What challenges have you come across as a 

Christian and working as a Scientist?  

I have found more perceived challenges, rather 

than real challenges. When I  talk about my faith 

with colleagues, I’m often impressed by how 

positive and respectful people are. These kind of 

conversations don’t cause the conflict I 

sometimes think they might. Sometimes people 

misjudge me or assume that I think something 

that I don’t. That’s interesting to discuss together. 

I don’t broadcast the fact that I am a Christian, 

but I don’t hide it either. I prefer participating in 

naturally occurring conversations. I might mention 

I went to church at the weekend and that 

indirectly tells people I’m a Christian. This can be 

an opportunity on a regular basis but we don’t 

always take up such opportunities. We could do 

so more, if we have the courage. 

Another area I find a big challenge is balancing 

everything as an extremely busy academic also 

actively involved in Christian service. Trying to 

find a work / life balance that honours God. That’s 

really tricky. 
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excitement of studying science spills over into 

praise and worship. 

I think my faith is important on a day to day 

aspect of dealing with the challenges of what is 

often a difficult and busy job. Turning to God for 

the strength and wisdom to keep going. 

Do you find challenges or issues in your work 

place? 

Difficulties can arise in the work place - the day to 

day relationships with colleagues or how you are 

treated by your co-workers. For example issues 

can arise over authorship. I try to be really open 

and discuss things with people. 

I also discuss such situations with my PhD 

students to help them learn. Sometimes these 

things happen that do not seem fair. I have an 

attitude of not giving up on people, but not hiding 

issues, if there are issues. I want to continue to 

work with people and not let things ruin 

relationships. It can be the more difficult route to 

approach people and discuss things, but this can 

be better in the long term. My Christian faith 

helps me see people are valuable - people can 

make mistakes but God loves them and Jesus 

makes forgiveness possible. 

What do you do 

for fun outside of 

work? 

I enjoy fell/trail 

running and am part 

of a running club. I 

am fortunate to live 

in Sheffield and have 

the Peak District on 

the doorstep. I love 

to get out into the 

hills. 

Who have been 

t h e  m o s t 

important role 

models in your life? 

Who inspires you? 

A role model as in someone to respect, admire 

and aspire to, my Dad, in terms of support, my 

Mum. Neither of my parents were scientists but 

both are mature, deep thinking Christians. 

How long have you been involved with CiS?       

I became involved while I was an undergraduate, 



 

Call for Nominations for 

The Christians in Science 

Oliver Barclay Lecture  

Christians in Science is sponsoring an annual 

“Oliver Barclay Lecture” in memory of Dr Oliver 

Barclay who was the driving force behind the 

establishment of The Research Scientists Christian 

Fellowship, the predecessor of CiS, and who was 

keen to encourage the next generation of 

effective communicators on Science and Faith.   

 

The lecture will be awarded to a promising young 

individual, usually under the age of 35 and with a 

Science degree, who has demonstrated an ability 

to communicate effectively on issues relating to 

Science and Faith. The chosen individual will 

present a short lecture on the topic of their 

choice at the annual Southern (Autumn) and 

Northern (Spring) Conferences. He/she will 

receive travel expenses and an honorarium 

equivalent in value to that given to other 

established conference speakers.  

 

Nominations for the award are sought each year 

from members of CiS with a closing date of 30th 

November.  Nominations should be sent to the 

Executive Officer - eo@cis.org.uk, together with 

a curriculum vitae of the candidate and contact 

details of two referees who would provide an 

assessment of the candidate’s suitability for the 

award.    

 

The nominations will be considered by a selection 

committee appointed by the Executive 

Committee, and a recommendation made to the 

Trustees in January.  If you require further 

information please contact the Executive Officer, 

Mary Browett eo@cis.org.uk. 

 

 If you wish to start a Local Group in your 

area, please get in touch with the 

Development Officer, (do@cis.org.uk).  

 

Details of all events are also available  

on the CiS App and  

at www.cis.org.uk/events. 

 

ABERDEEN 

A discussion group runs in Aberdeen. If you 

would like information on meetings, please 

c o n t a c t  D a v i d  E l y  a t 

aberdeenlocalgroup@yahoo.co.uk. 

BIRMINGHAM 

If you would like details of future events in 

Birmingham please e-mail cis@guild.bham.ac.uk 

or join the Birmingham CiS Facebook group at 

www. facebook.com/groups/ciscbirmingham. 

BRISTOL 

Discussion groups – first Friday of every month. 

Wednesday 16 Nov, at 7:30pm Professor Keith 

Ward, Emeritus Regius Professor of Divinity, 

University of Oxford, “Why Stephen Hawking is 

nearer to God than he thinks”. St Mary Redcliffe 
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Reminder - Register for the  

CiS Southern Conference  

22nd October, 2016 

The Kings Centre, Oxford OX2 0ES 
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Church, 12 Colston Parade, Avon, Bristol BS1 

6RA. 

Friday 27 January, 7.30pm-9.30pm. Professor 

Andrew Briggs will speak on “The Penultimate 

Curiosity: How science swims in the slipstream 

of ultimate questions.” 

Tyndale Baptist Church,139 Whiteladies Rd, 

Bristol BS8 2QG  

For more information please contact Tina Biggs 

(cmbbiggs@googlemail.com) 

CAMBRIDGE 

For details of events in Cambridge please go to 

http://www.faraday.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk/ 

CENTRAL SOUTH 

For information on meetings please contact Peter 

May on petergeorgemay@gmail.com 

DUNDEE 

For more information on future events please 

contact christiansinsciencedundee@gmail.com. 

DURHAM 

For more information on meetings please contact 

Alan Roberts (a.w.roberts@durham.ac.uk)  

EDINBURGH 

For more details about the group, please email 

Gavin Merrifield (g.d.merrifield@gmail.com) 

GLASGOW 

For details of future events in Glasgow please 

c o n t a c t  P r o f  P a u l  Y o u n g e r  o n 

paul.younger@glasgow.ac.uk 

HARROW 

For details of future events in Harrow please 

contact Revd Lyndon North (revlnorth@aol.com) 

IPSWICH 

For information about future events in Ipswich 

p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  D r  J o h n  L i n g 

(jjling@btopenworld.com). 

IRELAND 

Details about the upcoming events in Ireland can 

be found at www.cis.org.uk/ireland or contact Dr. 

Peter van der Burgt (peter.vanderburgt@nuim.ie) 

LEEDS 

Further details of meetings please contact John 

Lockwood at jglockwood1@me.com 

LIVERPOOL 

The Liverpool group urgently need volunteers to 

step forward to take on leading this group. If a 

replacement isn’t found, this group will close. 

Why not talk to a few friends to help out and 

enable this group to keep moving forward. 

Please contact the Development Officer (via 

email on do@cis.org.uk). To discuss further or 

to volunteer. 

LONDON 

For more details about the group contact 

Benjamin Chang on cins.london@gmail.com, or 

visit the website https://cislondon.org. 

MANCHESTER 

For more information, please contact the 

Secretary on sec.cismanchester@yahoo.co.uk. 

NORWICH 

Saturday 12th November, 9am to 5pm – a one-

day course on Exploring Science and Religion at 

the Hostry, Norwich Cathedral, NR1 4DH 

Registration is now open for this course which is 

suitable for anyone interested in exploring the 

relationship between science and faith. Everyone 

is welcome, from the curious to the committed. 

It is particularly recommended for students, 

t e a c h e r s  a n d  c l e r g y . 

Fees are £10 (£5 concessions). Bring your own 

packed lunch or there is a Cafeteria on site. 

Please contact sfnorfolk1@gmail.com for more 

information or contact info@cis.norwich.org.uk 

for details about upcoming events in the 

Norwich area.   

NOTTINGHAM 

For further information, please contact Geoff 

Bagley at geoffbagley@me.com. 
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 Sharp (jas29@st-andrews.ac.uk) or Laura 

McCullagh (lsm4@st-andrews.ac.uk). For the 

postgraduate group, please contact Dr Rebecca 

Goss (rjmg@st-andrews.ac.uk). 

SURREY 

Tuesday 8th November, 7pm God and DNA 

by Professor Keith Fox. Christ Church, 861 - 863, 

Brighton Road, Purley. 

For more details please contact Joy Perkins at 

joyeperkins@googlemail.com. 

THREE COUNTIES BORDERS 

Tuesday 15th November at 7:30pm. Beginning 

L i f e  i n  a  B r a v e  N e w  W o r l d 

speaker will be Professor John Wyatt at St Peter’s 

Church, Frimley GU16 7AQ 

For more information please contact John Russell 

at chynoweth.jw@ gmail.com. 

TYNESIDE & NORTHUMBERLAND 

For information on the group in the Newcastle 

area, please contact Bill Clegg at 

bill.clegg@ncl.ac.uk. 

WEST MIDLANDS 

For information on The West Midlands Group 

please contact Godfrey Armitage at 

g.n.armitage@warwick.ac.uk. 

WORCESTER 

Tuesday 18th October 8pm,  “The Wonders of 

the Living World: Biology, Belief, and the Search 

for Meaning and Purpose in the Universe” by Dr 

Ruth Bancewicz from Faraday Institute for 

Science and Religion, Cambridge. Lindisfarne 

House, 4 Barbourne Terrace, Worcester WR1 

3JS.  

Tuesday 22nd November 8pm, “Children are 

the Future: Science, Faith and Youth” by Lizzie 

Henderson, from Faraday Institute for Science 

and Religion, Cambridge.Lindisfarne House, 4 

Barbourne Terrace, Worcester WR1 3JS.  

For more information on Worcester events 

please contact Jim Smith on jgsmith29@aol.com. 

 

OXFORD 

For more information, please contact Diana 

Briggs at diana.briggs@wolfson.oxon.org. 

READING 

The Reading group meet bimonthly in central 

Reading. Please contact Dave Law for details at 

dave@readingatwork.org. 

ROYAL HOLLOWAY 

For more information please contact Oliver Edy 

at oliver.edy.2012@live.rhul.ac.uk. 

SHEFFIELD 

For details please email shefuni.cisc@gmail.com 

o r  j o i n  t h e i r  F a c e b o o k  g r o u p 

www.facebook.com/groups/shefuni.cisc 

SOUTH WEST 

Friday November 11 at 7:30pm “Are we slaves to 

our genes? A scientific and Christian perspective”. 

Speaker Dr Denis Alexander at Sherwell Centre 

of Plymouth University, PL4 8ER 

For more information on events in the South 

West, please contact Prof David Huntley at 

dhuntley@ plymouth.ac.uk. 

ST ANDREWS 

Monday 7th November at 17:15 Theology, 

Spirituality and Hope: Reimagining Mental Health 

Prof. John Swinton, Main Physics Lecture Theatre 

University of St Andrews. 

Professor John Swinton is a Scottish theologian. 

He is the Chair in Divinity and Religious Studies at 

the School of Divinity, History and Philosophy, 

University of Aberdeen. He is founder of the 

university’s Centre for Spirituality, Health and 

Disability. He is an ordained minister of the 

Church of Scotland and Master of Christ’s 

College, the university’s theological college. 

Swinton is a major figure in the development of 

disability theology. 

For more info about the undergraduate group 

please contact Dr Andrew Torrance 

(abt3@stinformation andrews.ac.uk), Joshua 
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