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Prac,cal	  Consequences	  of	  a	  Theology	  of	  
Science	  	  

A	  Theology	  of	  Science:	  	  
	  
	  
	  
Science	  is	  the	  par=cipa=ve,	  rela=onal	  and	  
co-‐crea=ve	  work	  of	  healing	  the	  fallen	  
rela=onship	  of	  humans	  with	  nature 

A	  Theology	  of	  Science:	  Characteris=cs	  

•  Long, linear history of relationship between human 

 and non-human  

•   High view of human aptitude to re-imagine nature 

•   Dual structure: Wisdom and Knowledge 

•   Engaging with nature is ambiguous and painful 

•   Balance of order and chaos 

•   Centrality of the Creative Question 

•   The role and work of love   

Consequences	  for	  us	  

1.    There are no pre-determined histories or boundaries for 

science and technology – but theocentric 

2.    Intellectual relationship with nature is therapeutic 

3.    The Two Cultures – a healing of the academy? 

4.    New underlying narratives in political and public debate 

5.    A mutual task for inter-faith dialogue 

6.    The church can celebrate the deep humanity of science,  

7.    Science and media – more engaged and thoughtful 

  

(1)	  An	  open	  par=cipa=on	  in	  shaping	  
nature:	  no	  pre-‐ordained	  boundaries	  

A question from Bruno Latour: 
 
Everything happens as if modernists were unable to 
reconcile their idea of Science and Nature—… with the 
alternative reality that the connections of science and 
technologies are more pressing everyday, …, requiring 
even more intervention, more assemblies, more 
scrutiny, more stewardship…. 
 
“The real question is to have the same type of patience 
and energy as God the Creator Himself” 

David Bookless (Arocha): 
Not anthropocentric, nor geocentric, but theocentric 
environmentalism (Cambridge Papers 2014) 
 

•  Underlying narratives in European publics on science: 

 
•  Be careful for what you wish for 

•  Opening Pandora’s Box 

•  Messing with Nature 

•  Kept in the Dark 

•  The rich get richer and the poor get poorer 

J.-P. De Puy: 

Ø  Desire 

Ø  Evil 

Ø  Sacred 

Ø  Alienation 

Ø  Exploitation 
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(2)	  Science-‐Therapy?	  

•  Playfulness	  	  
•  Think	  ‘love	  of	  wisdom	  of	  natural	  things’	  not	  
‘science’	  

•  To	  go	  ‘ooo’,	  or	  not	  to	  go	  ‘ooo’?	  
•  Ci,zen	  science	  
•  The	  desire	  of	  the	  suffering	  

“It is by an abuse of  language that a jar is said to be "empty"; for when it is empty 
 of  any liquid it is none the less, even in this state, full, in the eyes of  the experienced.  
A proof  of  this is that a jar when put into a pool of  water is not immediately filled, 
but at first floats on the surface, because the air it contains helps to buoy up its rounded 
sides; till at last the hand of  the drawer of  the water forces it down to the bottom, and,  
when there, it takes in water by its neck; during which process it is shown not to have  
been empty even before the water came; for there is the spectacle of  a sort of  combat  
going on in the neck between the two elements, the water being forced by its weight  
into the interior, and therefore streaming in; the imprisoned air on the other hand being  
straitened for room by the gush of  the water along the neck, and so rushing in the  
contrary direction; thus the water is checked by the strong current of  air, and gurgles 
 and bubbles against it.” 

 
 
Gregory of  Nyssa, “On the Soul and the Resurrection”,  
translation from Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series II, Vol V,  
Christian Classics Ethereal Library, Calvin College (1999). 

An ancient example of Healing Science in a 
Theological Setting 

Do not all charms fly  
At the mere touch of cold philosophy?  
There was an awful rainbow once in heaven:  
We know her woof, her texture; she is given  
In the dull catalogue of common things.  
Philosophy will clip an angel's wings,  
Conquer all mysteries by rule and line,  
Empty the haunted air, and gnomed mine  
Unweave a rainbow.  
 
John Keats in Lamia 

(3)	  Reconciling	  the	  Two	  Cultures?	   High-‐pitched	  narra=ves….	  
Science and Technology are the key to improving our quality 
of life and the competitiveness of the UK. 
UK White paper 1993 

Art is made to disturb. Science reassures. There is only 
one valuable thing in art: the thing you cannot explain.  
Georges Braque 

I am against religion because it teaches us to be satisfied with 
not understanding the world.”  
Richard Dawkins 

Religion without Science is blind;  
Science without Religion is lame. 
Albert Einstein 

We	  need	  to	  listen	  widely….	  

G Steiner: “Only art can go some way towards 

making accessible, towards waking into some 

measure of communicability, the sheer inhuman 

otherness of matter…” 
Real Presences 

(3)	  Reconciling	  the	  Two	  Cultures?	  

G K Chesterton: “Art	  consists	  in	  limita-on.	  The	  most	  
beau-ful	  part	  of	  every	  picture	  is	  the	  frame” 

Crea=vity	  with	  Constraint…?	  

Unseen chaotic force-chains in sand-piles 

E. Clément 
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(4)	  Consequences	  for	  public	  discourse	  

•   There are no pre-determined histories or boundaries 

•   Intellectual relationship with nature is therapeutic 

•   New underlying narratives need to play 

•   Religious communities can celebrate the deep   

      humanity of science 
Bruno Latour 
 
Everything happens as if modernists were unable to reconcile their 
idea of Science and Nature—which, remember, according to their 
narrative, is supposed to be farther and farther removed, as time 
passes, from law, subjectivity, politics and religion—with the 
alternative reality that the connections of science and technologies 
are more pressing everyday, more confusing, requiring even more 
intervention, more assemblies, more scrutiny, more stewardship. 

(5)	  A	  mutual	  task	  for	  inter-‐faith	  dialogue	  
	  	  •  Muslims,	  Chris,ans	  and	  Jews	  read	  Aristotle	  

together	  and	  launched	  modern	  science	  

Robert	  
Grosseteste	  
Bishop	  of	  Lincoln	  
1235-‐1253	  

Formam primam corporalem, quam 
quidam corporeitatem vocant, lucem 
esse arbitror. Lux enim per se in 
omnem partem se ipsam diffundit, ita 
ut a puncto lucis sphaera lucis 
quamvis magna subito generetur, 
nisi obsistat umbrosum. Corporeitas 
vero est, quam de necessitate 
consequitur extensio materiae 
secundum tres dimensiones, cum 
tamen utraque, corporeitas scilicet et 
materia, sit substantia in se ipsa 
simplex, omni carens dimensione  … 

13th	  Century	  Science	  
l  Re-‐conquest	  of	  Aristotle	  
l  Arabic	  Transla,on	  

  Averroes	  

l  ‘Natural’	  Science	  and	  
Scien,fic	  Method	  

l  God’s	  Crea,on	  
l  Reason	  and	  Ra,onality	  
l  An	  Ordered	  Universe	  
l  Observa,on	  

Aristotle: Opera Logica 

Interfaith	  dialogue	  on	  
science	  in	  history?	  	  	  	  

A	  Medieval	  Big	  Bang	  
Cosmogeny	  

Robert  
Grosseteste  

De Luce (c.1225) 
“Light… at the beginning of time, 
extended matter (which it could not 
leave), drawing it out along with itself 
into a mass the size of the world-
machine” 

• Light extends matter down to a fundamental 
limit of rarefaction (actually a ratio of L/M) 
 
• When extended to the limit, matter becomes 
“perfected” and re-radiates lumen 

(6)	  The	  Church	  can	  celebrate	  science	  	  
	  	  
•  Scien,sts	  in	  Congrega,ons	  ini,a,ve	  
•  Pray	  for	  our	  scien,sts	  and	  science	  students	  
•  Church-‐run	  science	  fes,vals	  
•  Science	  apologe,cs	  in	  mission	  
•  Scien,fic	  literacy	  in	  church	  policy	  statements	  
•  Work,	  preach,	  think	  and	  worship	  around	  
science	  as	  a	  God-‐given	  gi:	  (or	  ‘talent’)	  

•  Speak	  strongly	  and	  lovingly	  against	  the	  heresy	  
of	  crea,onism.	  

•  Iden,fy	  and	  expose	  the	  narra,ves	  
•  Work	  with	  media	  to	  create	  more	  cri,cal	  
engagement	  

•  Why	  is	  science	  not	  more	  like	  music?	  
•  Work	  for	  more	  interest	  without	  confronta,on,	  
not	  less.	  

(6)	  Science	  and	  the	  Media	  	  
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Concluding	  Remarks	  
	  
•  Science	  is	  at	  the	  heart	  of	  and	  part	  

of	  a	  Chris=an	  worldview	  

•  The	  roots	  of	  science	  are	  very	  old	  
and	  part	  of	  the	  “healing”	  story	  of	  
the	  Bible	  

	  
•  Removing	  the	  false	  opposi=on	  of	  

Science	  and	  Faith	  is	  going	  to	  be	  
important.	  	  They	  are	  “of”	  each	  
other.	  

	  
•  Strong	  call	  to	  leadership	  and	  voice	  
	  

Faith	  and	  Wisdom	  in	  
Science	  blog	  at	  
h\p://tcbmcleish.	  
wordpress.com/	  	  

Sequitur etiam ex hoc sermone, quod colores proximi albedini, in quibus 
potest fieri recessus ab albedine et permutatio, septem sunt, nec plures 
nec pauciores…  

Cum enim albedinis essentiam tria constituant, scilicet lucis multitudo, 
eiusdemque claritas et perspicui puritas, duobus manentibus cuiuslibet 
trium potest fieri remissio, eritque per hunc modum trium colorum 
generatio; vel quolibet trium solo manente, duorum reliquorum erit 
remissio, et sic fiet aliorum colorum a tribus prioribus trina generatio; aut 
omnium trium simul erit remissio. 

It also follows from this statement, that the colours nearest to white, 
which can be reduced from white and its alteration, are seven, no more 
nor fewer…  

For although the essence of whiteness is constituted in three things, that is 
the strength of the light, its brightness and the purity of the glass, with two 
of these three things remaining there can be diminution, and there will be in 
this way the generation of three colours; or, with one remaining, there will 
be diminution of the other two, and so there will be the generation of three 
other colours from the former three; or there will be the diminution of all 
three at once. 

white 

black 

Three Dimensions of Colour 


