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NortherN CoNfereNCe report

The 2011 CiS northern conference, All God’s 
Creatures, took place in Edinburgh on the 
19th March. The CiS committee would like to 
express its thanks to Gavin Merrifield, Sophie 
Fairbank and their team for coordinating such an 
interesting and enjoyable day.

The day’s talks are now available to download at 
www.cis.org.uk/groups/edinburgh

This year’s conference was packed full of 
engaging and thought-provoking material for 
those working as Christians in scientific fields, or 
those otherwise interested in the interaction of 
science and Christian faith.  Huge thanks to Gavin 
and his team for all their hard work in putting the 
day together, and for smoothly taking care of a 
couple of unexpected electrical problems.

After brief introductions from Gavin and Becky, 
Celia Deane-Drummond from the University of 
Chester spoke to us on the subject of Human 
Identity in a Post-Darwinian World: theological 
challenges and opportunities.  She began with 
Darwin’s theory of evolution, pointing out that the 
capacity for religious belief developed relatively 
late in the evolution of homo-sapiens.  Celia 
then challenged the view that God intervened in 
the evolution of homo-sapiens to create homo-
divinus (a species capable of relating to God) and 
went on to examine the opinion that the only 
alternative to this viewpoint is a wholly naturalistic 
one.  She then further explored the subject 
area, discussing input from a variety of related 
fields ranging from metaphysics to evolutionary 
psychology, and finished by discussing the 
existence of morality in animals and the future 
of human identity.  Celia concluded by positing 
that the future hope in Christian tradition is the 

glory of creation inclusive of humanity and other 
creatures.

Donald Bruce then spoke on The Modified 
Human: converging technologies for a new 
salvation.  He began by pointing out that 
throughout history humans have sought to 
enhance themselves through such things as 
exercise, diet, coffee, steroids, and more 
recently, genetic enhancement.  Donald went on 
to outline several different world views, ranging 
from the wholly naturalistic (whereby whatever 
characteristics humans have are entirely 
down to evolutionary processes) through to 
transhumanism, which is this naturalistic view 
taken to the limit – an unboundedly optimistic 
view of human developmental potential.  

Donald then took us back to the Bible, exploring 
what it means for us to be expressing God’s image 
and the finite limits within which we are bound.  
He then went on to explore some of the effects 
of human advancement through technology such 
as social ratcheting, before wrapping up by asking 
whether a species can ever know the limit of its 
development.  Donald’s talk concluded with a 
helpful comment from Augustine, who stated 
that God made humans for himself, not for us, 
and as such our satisfaction should be found in 
God. 
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The afternoon kicked off with Dr. Anne Foerst’s lecture, 
All Robots Great and Small.  She began by highlighting 
that the term robot originates from the Czech 
for “worker”, and that the rules for robots centre 
around human care and protection.  She went on to 
discuss the terms “survival” and “abstract thought”, 
emphasising that humans are special because we are 
capable of both of these, and highlighting that one of 
the key questions in current AI research is whether 
robots can be taught survival through abstract thought.  
Anne then discussed two MIT experiments with 
which she was associated, namely Cog and Kismet, 
which were attempts to build human-like robots.  
After touching on personhood and sentience, Anne 
discussed humankind’s attempts to build robots in 
our own image, postulating that this may in itself be a 
religious act.  

Gavin Merrifield then concluded the programme with 
his talk “How I Learnt to Stop Worrying… and Love 
the Alien”.  He began by pointing out that the topic 
of Extraterrestrial Intelligence has become somewhat 
secularised in public discussion, in some part because 
churches do not often address the topic, which has 
been generally popularised through film, television and 
literature.  During his talk, Gavin suggested that many 
churches may be afraid of discussing alien life for fear of 
the subject denigrating belief in God, and the potential 
problems with applying theology in a universe of many 
worlds.  He went on to review the current state of 
astronomy and other sciences regarding the search for 
alien life, before positing that it may be more pertinent 
to ask whether aliens would think like us rather than 
whether they would look like us.  Gavin then discussed 
multiverse theory, suggesting that multiverses are 
simply a construct to give an explanation of why 
our universe has the properties it does, rather than 
posing a large theological problem.  He concluded by 
asserting that the universe could be teeming with life 
and that discussion of extraterrestrial intelligence and 
alien life should be brought into churches rather than 
remaining a purely academic subject.

The day was concluded by a period of open and 
vibrant panel discussion chaired by Neville Cobbe 
with questions from the floor.

Alan Roberts

David Clough ended the morning session with his 
talk Theology and Biology Against the Humanists: 
rediscovering the community of animal creatures.  He 
began by asking whether a biological description of 
humans and animals has more in common with a 
Christian viewpoint than with the humanist position, 
suggesting that Christians have been fighting needless 
battles by focusing so much attention on where the 
boundary between humans and non-humans lies.  After 
pointing out that the word ‘animal’ is slightly ambiguous 
regarding the inclusion of humans, he pointed out that 
the Greeks defined humans as “the rational animal”.  
David’s talk was structured around three main points: 
1) What is the theological problem with Darwin? 2) 
What is the theological view of humans? and 3) What is 
the theological view of animals?  During his talk, David 
explored what it means to be human and quoted from 
Basil, who said that animals are from the 5th and 6th 
days of creation, which are characterised by sentient 
creatures.  He finished by pointing out that God in 
Christ chose to become human rather than any other 
species, but at birth He chose to be in the company 
of animals.

the Bible and 
Modern Science

registration opens this summer at www.cis.org.uk

a conference to commemorate the 400th 
anniversary of the King James Bible.

saturday 12th november 2011 
st paul’s, robert adam street, London W1U 3hW

speakers: Dominic smart (aberdeen), John Bimson 
(Bristol), Bob White, (Cambridge), Lydia Jaegar (paris), 

and rodney holder (Cambridge). 

Images: NASA and STScI, National Cancer Institute
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deep faith that I am somewhat puzzled by suggestions 
of a conflict between science and faith. 

What challenges have you come across as a 
Christian and a scientist?
Every Christian, whatever their job, faces the challenge 
of living and working in a way that wholly honours 
God.  Every Christian also has to find an appropriate 
balance between work and witness.  On the one 
hand, we should do all our work as for the Lord; but 
if no-one knows our motivation, what value is that?  
On the other hand, if we spend our time talking about 
Jesus, but are perceived as not pulling our weight in 
the Department, it is hardly a good witness.  I was 
a student in an era when it was popular to wear a 
wooden cross.  That has reduced to a small lapel 
cross, but it does get noticed.

I haven’t encountered particular problems being a 
Christian and a scientist.  My branch of science doesn’t 
tend to stray into the more controversial or ethically 
dubious areas.  Many of my colleagues have some 
kind of faith, even if they don’t shout about it.
  
As a scientist, the biggest challenge at the moment 
is getting funding to keep the science going.  I enjoy 
the science, but I have to admit I don’t enjoy the 
increasing administrative burden one faces as one’s 
career progresses.

iNtervieW With profeSSor peter 
Budd

This issue’s interview is with Peter Budd.  Peter is 
Professor of Polymer Chemistry at the University 
of Manchester and is the Chair of the recently 
established CiS Manchester local group.

tell us what you’ve been doing until now.
I’m a missionary kid.  I was born in Asmara, in what 
is now Eritrea, and my childhood included a primary 
school in London, four years at a mission school 
in Asmara and three years at a boarding school in 
Ramsgate.  I went to Manchester to study chemistry 
and stayed there for my PhD.  It was at University 
that I met my wife, Alma.  After eight years as a 
research chemist for BP in Sunbury-on-Thames, I 
returned to Manchester in 1989 as a lecturer.  I am 
now Professor of Polymer Chemistry.  My research 
group is developing novel polymers for applications 
such as carbon dioxide capture.  I also preach and lead 
services as a lay Reader in my church.

What do you do for fun?
I love nature, the wilder the better.  Alma and I go 
fell walking whenever possible, especially in the Lake 
District.  We occasionally go bird watching, although 
we are by no means experts.  Living in the Manchester 
area, we have ready access to some of the most 
beautiful areas of countryside, as well as being spoilt 
for choice when it comes to theatre and music.  We 
also enjoy travelling to interesting places. 

Who have been the most important role 
models in your life?
I’ve always been most impressed by the seemingly 
insignificant people who make a real difference in 
the lives of others.  As a child in Africa, I came across 
nurses, doctors and teachers doing incredible things in 
the most extreme circumstances.  

My interest in science was nurtured by an excellent 
teacher, Christine Stone, who managed to set up a 
laboratory in our small mission school.  I remember 
having to evacuate the laboratory in a hurry when an 
experiment to make chlorine went out of control.  It is 
perhaps because I was taught science by people with a 
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how has your faith helped you as a scientist 
or vice versa?
My faith makes sense of my science; it’s because 
I believe in a consistent God that I expect to find 
consistency in the universe, and that consistency 
provides the basis for the scientific method.  My 
science enriches my faith; it is for me an act of worship 
to explore all that springs from God’s imagination, and 
the more one learns of the way the universe works, 
the more wonderful God is seen to be.  

What science-faith book have you most 
enjoyed/found most helpful?
I wish I had more time to read for pleasure.  I often go 
back to C.S. Lewis, whom I appreciate for his clarity 
of thought.  As a student, Donald MacKay’s “The 
Clockwork Image” was important in demonstrating 
how faith could be underpinned by reason.  Two 
recent books, which contribute to current debate, 
are “God’s Undertaker” by John Lennox and “The 
Language of Science and Faith” by Karl Giberson and 
Francis Collins.

SUSTAINABILITY IN CRISIS CONFERENCE
www.sustainability-in-crisis.org

26th-28th Sept 2011, Cambridge
How can religions inspire the social, economic and cultural changes required to address climate change 
and the sustainable use of resources? 

‘Sustainability in Crisis’ will debate the wide-ranging changes needed in society, business and government 
to achieve environmental sustainability, and the role that faith and faith groups can have in determining 
and motivating action. 

Keynote Speakers:                    
Andy Atkins, Friends of the Earth  
Paul Chambers, DECC
Juliet Davenport, CEO, Good Energy
Paul Ekins, UCL Energy Institute
Fazlun Khalid, Islamic Foundation for
Ecology and Environment Sciences
Satish Kumar, Resurgence  
Bill McKibben, 350.org
Ann Pettifor, Advocacy International 
Elaine Storkey, Tearfund

See website for more details or ring 01223 741281. 

NeW MeMBerShip SeCretary 
required

Tom Moffat is stepping down as the CiS membership 
secretary next month and so we urgently need a 
willing volunteer to take on this important role. 

Are you coming up to retirement or a career 
break and would like a worthwhile project to take 
on? Time required is flexible and variable but on 
average is probably a few hours per week. For 
organisational reasons it is necessary for applicants 
to be resident in the UK. 

Tom would be pleased to fill you in with what is 
involved in the role – contact him at subscriptions@
cis.org.uk for more information.  

If you are interested in being considered for this 
role, please contact the CiS secretary: secretary@
cis.org.uk.
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dinner social on the 6th August and a talk entitled God 
and Science: Practical Thoughts for Christians which will 
take place at 7.30pm on Tuesday 4th October (venue 
TBC).  Please contact  Gavin Merrifield (g.d.merrifield@
sms.ed.ac.uk) for more details.

Sophie Fairbank has recently stepped down from the 
committee of CiS Edinburgh. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Sophie for all of her hard work and 
dedication to the group over the last few years.

GlaSGoW
If you would like details of CiS Glasgow please contact 
Dr Lawrence Osborne (lawrence@lhosborn.co.uk)

harroW
For details of future events please contact Rev. Lyndon 
North (revlnorth@aol.com, 07747 638783)

ipSWiCh
For information about future events in Ipswich please 
contact Dr John Ling (jjling@btopenworld.com).

irelaNd
The AGM of CiS Ireland was held in Belfast on 28th 
March.  The meeting commenced with a well received 
talk by Rev. Graham Nevin (Pastor of the Church of 
Ireland, Anglican and Independent EIA consultant), 
entitled Geology, Genesis and the Generosity of God.” 
During the meeting, Scott Peddie stepped down as 
chairman of the group and Martin Brown stepped 
down as secretary.  We owe Scott and Martin a huge 
debt of gratitude for taking the initiative of starting 
Christians in Science Ireland as a local group for all 
CiS members on the island of Ireland, and for the 
enormous amount of work that they have done 
during their terms of office.  

A committee meeting was held on 7th May during which 
Peter van der Burgt was elected as the new chairman 
and Claire Tuttlebee was elected as secretary.  

On the 24th - 26th June, CiS Ireland hosted a joint course 
with the Faraday Institute entitled An Introduction to 
Science and Religion.  Talks will soon be available to 
download from www.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk/faraday/
Multimedia.php

loCal Group NeWS

If you live somewhere that does not have a local 
group but you wish it did, please get in touch with the 
Development Officer, Becky Lowton (becky@cis.org.
uk) about starting up a group in your area.   There is 
currently strong interest in forming local groups in the 
following centres around the UK:

peterborough area: please contact Les Batty 
(les.batty@mac.com)
inverness / highlands of Scotland area:  please 
contact Dr Alan Fraser (alantambo@uwclub.net)
Surrey area: please contact Joy Perkins 
(joyeperkins@googlemail.com)

loCal GroupS

BriStol
The Revd Dr. Rodney Holder spoke on the subject 
of God and the Multiverse: A Response to Stephen 
Hawking at the Bristol group on Friday 6th May 2011. 
For details of future events please contact Christina 
Biggs on cmbbiggs@googlemail. com.
 
CaMBridGe
Details of future events are available at 
www.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk/faraday/Lectures.php.

CeNtral South
Please keep visiting our local group web page for 
information on upcoming events or alternatively 
email Robert.Heather@gmail.com to receive our 
occasional email newsletters. Recordings of our recent 
talks are available to listen to or download at www.
cis.org.uk/groups/central-south/previous-talks - most 
recently Bob White on ‘Natural Disasters: Are they 
Acts of God?’ and Mike Clifford on ‘How to get Down 
from a Yak: Engineering Solutions for a Suffering World’.

durhaM
Contact Alan Roberts (a.w.roberts@durham.ac.uk) 
for information about future events.

ediNBurGh
The summer / autumn programme for CiS Edinburgh 
is currently being planned. Events will include a summer 
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For more information about our activities visit www.
cis.org.uk/ireland/ or contact Peter van der Burgt 
(peter.vanderburgt@nuim.ie).  Details about new 
activities will be posted during the summer.

liverpool
The Liverpool group are continuing to work through 
the Test of Faith materials.  Contact Neville Cobbe 
(neville.cobbe@liverp ool.ac.uk) for information on 
meeting times.

leedS
A new CiS group has been established in Leeds.  Their 
first event took place on the 10th June, during which 
Rodney Holder spoke on the subject of “God and the 
Multiverse: A Response to Stephen Hawking.” Please 
contact John Lockwood (jglockwood1@me.com) for 
details of future events in Leeds.

MaNCheSter
CiS Manchester met on May 11th at Café Muse to 
discuss “Is God an Environmentalist?”. Please contact 
Becky Lowton (rebecca.lowton@googlemail.com) 
for further details or to be added on to the mailing list. 

NorWiCh
Please contact info@cis.norwich.org.uk for details 
about upcoming events in the Norwich area.

NottiNGhaM
CiS Nottingham meets regularly for discussion of 
science - faith issues.  Please contact Geoff Bagley 
(geoffbagley@me.com) for further information. 

oxford
The next meeting of the Oxford group will be held 
at 19.30 on Monday 3rd October at St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Road. Professor Sir Colin Humphreys 
will be speaking on “The Mystery of the Last Supper: 
Reconstructing the Final Days of Jesus”. Please e-mail 
diana.briggs@wolfson.oxon.org for more information.

South WeSt
The South West group recently hosted a lecture with 
Revd Dr Rodney Holder on Modern Cosmology: 
Stephen Hawking and God.  Please contact Prof David 
Huntley (dhuntley@plymouth.ac.uk) for details.

Christians in Science Ltd., incorporated in England and Wales. Registered address 4 Sackville Close, Sevenoaks, TN133QD. Company No. 05959444. Registered Charity No. 1121422

SuBMiSSioNS for the Next prÉCiS

We would love to receive your contributions for the 
next issue of PréCiS - news of local group activities, 
events, new books and other local activities should 
be submitted to Becky Lowton at becky@cis.org.
uk by the 28th September.  

erratuM

We are grateful to the readers who informed us 
that the poem ‘God’s Grandeur’ referenced in Tom 
Moffat’s interview in PréCiS 55 had been incorrectly 
attributed to Chesterton rather than Gerard Manley 
Hopkins.  We apologise for this error, which has now 
been corrected in the online edition.

announcing the Christians in Science 
residential Conference:

SCieNCe aNd ChriStiaN 
faith iN 2012

Planning is underway for the upcoming CiS 
residential conference which will be held at 
Queens’ College, Cambridge from 13th-16th 
July, 2012. 

There will be three days of plenary sessions 
and a variety of parallel streams covering a 
number of different disciplines, including Biology, 
Neurobiology, History and Philosophy of Science, 
Cosmology, Ethics, Applied Engineering, the 
Environment, Theology, and Computer Science. 

Confirmed speakers include peter Clarke 
(Lausanne), simon Conway Morris (Cambridge), 
alasdair Coles (Cambridge), ed Larson 
(Pepperdine), alister McGrath (KCL), Bill 
newsome (Stanford), Gareth Jones (Otago), 
Bob White (Cambridge) and Jennifer Wiseman 
(NASA). 

Do put these dates in your diary now. More 
information will follow as soon as it becomes 
available. E-mail secretary@cis.org.uk for more 
details.


