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Abstracts for the conference are now available online. In addition to the main 
event the AGM of CiS will take place at 1.45 pm immediately after lunch at 
the CiS London conference. Ruth Bancewicz will be showing the Test of 
FAITH DVD (produced by the Faraday Institute); packs will be available for 
inspection and purchase. If you are interested and don’t have to fly off after 
the event a number of us will be going out for a bite to eat and a chance to 
chat with each other and the speakers. We particularly encourage students to 
do this, but anyone is welcome to come!  

Introducing our Conference Speakers 
At this years conference we hope to encourage all of our mem-
bers by hearing what can happen when our faith in Jesus Christ  
and calling in science work together to meet some of our worlds 
great needs. More details of our speakers can be found on our 
website.

Prof John Wood CBE 
Principal of the Faculty of Engineering, Imperial College London; 
Chair of the European Research Area Board 

John graduated from Sheffield University in 1971 in metallurgy 
and undertook research at Cambridge University for his PhD. In 
1989 he became Cripps Professor of Materials Engineering at 
Nottingham University and Head of Department and 
subsequently became Dean of Engineering in 1998 and became 
Chief Executive of the Council for the Central Laboratories of the 
Research Councils. John Wood has received many awards and 
prizes and has held a number of directorships and consultancies 
within industry and acted as an adviser on materials issues to 
governments. His research has been in the area of materials 
processing of non-equilibrium structures where he has over 240 
publications and 14 patents.  

Dr Mike Clifford
Associate Professor School of Mechanical Engineering, 
University of Nottingham

Dr Michael Clifford has lectured at the University of Nottingham 
since 1998. He has taught a wide range of subjects including 
professional Studies, Computational and Numerical Techniques, 
Further Mathematical Techniques in Design and Production and 
Fibre Reinforced Composites and Design. He has over seventy 
academic publications, including teaching case studies on the 
use of appropriate technology in further education. He also 
coordinates the Royal Academy of Engineering's Headstart 
programme at the University. He co-authored the undergraduate 
text book Introduction to Mechanical Engineering (part 1) earlier 
this year. Mike is working on a number of sustainable materials 
and technologies including yak wool - hence the title of his talk.

Prof John Wibberley

Royal Agricultural College, RURCON Africa

Professor E John Wibberley is an agriculturalist and resource 
management consultant with a portfolio role in agriculture and 
rural development working internationally. He holds degrees of 
the University of Reading, England in agriculture and soil 
microbiology and his PhD is in agronomy. 

He is Visiting Professor at the Royal Agricultural College, 
Cirencester, and University of Guelph, Canada, and Visiting 
Fellow in International & Rural Development at the University of 
Reading. John also serves as Facilitator/Coordinator for the 
Communications Unit of in RURCON, an otherwise all-African 
team of Christian Development leaders and practitioners in sub-
Saharan Africa. 

Professor Chris Lavy OBE
Visiting professor of orthopaedic surgery Nuffield Department of 
Orthopaedic Surgery, University of Oxford

Chris Lavy qualified at St Bartholomews Medical College in 1982 after a 
BSc in Anthropology at University College London. He trained in 
orthopaedic surgery on the Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital rotation 
and in 1992 became a consultant at The Middlesex and UCH. In 1996 he 
left to work with the Christian medical charity CBM International and was 
given a personal professorship at the University of Malawi College of 
Medicine. There he oversaw the setting up of an orthopaedic teaching 
hospital and research centre in Malawi with Cure International. In 2006 
he returned to UK and is visiting professor and honorary consultant at the 
Nuffield Department of Orthopaedics, Rheumatology and Musculoskeletal 
Sciences. 

Dr. Elaine Storkey 

President of Tearfund, UK

Dr Elaine Storkey is a well known and respected author, conference 
speaker and broadcaster especially in the realm of theology and 
sociology. Since 1987, Elaine has been a member of the General Synod 
of the Church of England and is chair of Fulcrum (an Anglican evangelical 
think tank). Past posts include the Executive Director of the London 
Institute for Contemporary Christianity, lecturer in Theology at Kings 
College London and more recently Oxford University. Dr. Storkey is 
currently Vice President of the University of Gloucestershire. Elaine has 
visited Tearfund projects in numerous countries including South Africa, 
Zambia, Mozambique, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Haiti, 
Dominican Republic and Mexico.

                                                                                        

LOCAL GROUP NEWS

IIf you live somewhere that does not yet have a local group but you wish it did, 
please get in touch with us about how to start a group in your area. In particular, if 
you live in the Manchester or Birmingham areas and would be interested in joining 
or helping organise a local group based in one of these places. Also people moving 
on in Cambridge and Glasgow mean that we are looking for new people to help 
these local groups;  One or two members in the east of England have asked about 
the possibility of something for those within commuting distance of the area around 
Peterborough. If this would be of interest to you, please contact Les Batty at 
les.batty@mac.com. Finally the South West  are looking for more people to be 
involved and in particular for someone to take on more of a coordinating role. 
Please contact our Devcelopment Officer, Perry Enever (perry@cis.org.uk) if you 
are interested in any of these.

Meetings coming up…

Bristol: First meeting at All Saints Church Clifton on 27th November from 8.00-10.00 pm. The 
speaker will be Professor Andrew Halestrap. Please contact Dr Christina Biggs on 
cmbbiggs@googlemail.com for information or to be added to the mailing list.

Central South: 12th November 2009, 7:30, Dr. David Wilkinson - "God, Time and Eternity", 
University of Southampton EEE lecture theatre. For more information or to listen to previous talks, 
visit their web page http://www.cis.org.uk/groups/central-south.

Durham: Please contact Dr. Alan Roberts (a.w.roberts@durham.ac.uk) for details of up and 
coming activities.

Edinburgh: will be running the Test of Faith study series over the remaining three months of 
2009. The format for the course is a short film each evening followed by discussion of the topics 
raised. It is a great introduction to the general area of science and Christianity and is suitable for 
both people with little or some prior knowledge of the subject. All events began at 7.30pm at 
Morningside Baptist Church Morningside Road, EH10 4DB.14th October - Test of Faith Part 1; 
18th November - Test of Faith Part 2; 15th December - Test of Faith Part 3. Contact 
neville.cobbe@ed.ac.uk or Gavin (g.d.merrifield@ed.ac.uk) for more details.

Ireland:16 November 2009: "Neuroscience and Religion." Prof. Ingrid Allen (School of Biology & 
Biochemistry, Queen's University Belfast), 7.30 pm, Common Grounds Café, Belfast 30 
November 2009: "The Historical Darwin." Prof. Peter Bowler (School of History & Anthropology, 
Queen's University Belfast), 7.30 pm, University Road Moravian Church, Belfast. 

Nottingham: Have been looking at the Test of Faith DVD. Contact Geoff Bagley 
(gbagley@ntlworld.com) for details of the next meeting.

Oxford: Friday 16th October at 7.30 pm. This term we celebrate the Year of Astronomy and the 
400th anniversary of Galileo’s first observations with the telescope. Dr Stan Rosenberg will speak 
on “Augustine, Galileo and the Duchess – Augustine’s contribution to understanding the Bible and 
science”. Stan is Director of Scholarship and Christianity in Oxford and on the staff of Wycliffe 
Hall. He has a particular interest in Augustine and early Christian cosmology and will discuss 
Augustine’s influence on Galileo and the understanding of the Bible and science.  
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Speakers:
Prof. John Wood CBE A new covenant? Science and technology for the modern world
Dr Mike Clifford Sustainable technology:  how to get down from a yak
Prof. John Wibberley Agricultural progress for a suffering world
Prof. Chris Lavy OBE If Jesus were a medical scientist what would he be researching?
Dr Elaine Storkey Closing address   

Details and booking info at www.cis.org.uk
Christians in Science Ltd., incorporated in England and Wales. Registered address: 4 Sackville Close, Sevenoaks, TN13 3QD. Company No. 05959444. Registered Charity No. 112

C H R I S T I A N S . I N . S C I E N C E

A CiS Day Conference On Saturday 31st October 2009, 9.30–17.00

At St Paul’s Church, Robert Adam Street, London W1U 3HP 

Applying Science in a Suffering World

Agriculture, medicine and sustainable technology


