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Student conference report

Being a Christian in Science
27th November 2010

Many students, graduates and scientists from 
across the UK came together towards the end 
of November for the CiS Student Conference 
2010 at the London Institute for Contemporary 
Christianity.  With speakers from a variety of 
disciplines and backgrounds, the event provided 
an excellent mix of intellectual discussion and 
practical advice.

Getting the ball rolling was Peter S. Williams, a 
philosopher and author from the Damaris Trust 
in Southampton, who kick-started our brains 
with his talk ‘Is Christianity Unscientific?’.  To 
this question, Peter gave a typical philosopher’s 

response of ‘Yes and No’, and went on to tackle 
some of the difficult questions Christian science 
students often ask themselves, such as ‘What 
is science?’ and ‘What does it mean to be a 
Christian?’.  Peter also covered different ways in 
which we can respond to those who criticise the 
Christian faith as being “Unscientific”.  

A short break was followed by two presentations 
from Durham University postgraduate students. 
The first, ‘The Origin of Life’ was given by PhD 
student Jonathan Foster, who discussed various 
potential explanations for the origins of life, and 
the consequences accompanying the creation 
of the first synthetic life form. Jona concluded 
that we, as scientists, must develop a coherent 
theology that can survive changes in scientific 
understanding and can also provide guidance on 
any ethical issues that we may face.
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of the founding of the Durham local group, and the Test 
of Faith material was showcased as a particularly useful 
resource. Various questions followed, with several 
students hoping to set up a local group in their area 
or get more involved with an established CiS group.

The speakers’ panel discussion which followed was 
very lively, with our speakers answering questions that 
delegates had been posting into a box throughout the 
day. Various topics were discussed, the most popular 
being The Fall and Adam and Eve.

After a break full of much discussion, Dr Alun Morinan 
from KCL gave a talk entitled: ‘On Being a High Flyer 
– The Ethics of Pharmacological Enhancement’. Alun 
educated us on the different types of enhancement 
that may be possible now and in the future, and 
on the potential ethical pitfalls accompanying such 
enhancements, such as funding, loss of individuality 
and the perils associated with removing emotions 
such as guilt, shame and grief.  

Perry Enever, the outgoing CiS Development Officer, 
ended the conference with an epilogue entitled ‘The 
Place of Science in Your Calling’. This encouraging talk 
was fittingly God-centred and Perry discussed the ways 
in which science can help us understand creation, the 
role of science in church life and the importance of 
using science for good under God’s authority. He 
reminded us that God is with us wherever we are 
and that our calling is not only about the plans God 
has for our future, but also His plans for our present.

The second student talk was given by Stephen 
Thompson, a teacher from Maidstone, who has just 
started a part-time postgraduate research post with 
Rev. Dr. David Wilkinson. In his talk, ‘Would the Real 
Charles Darwin Please Stand Up?’, Stephen shared 
excerpts from Darwin’s letters to Asa Gray, which, 
can now be found amongst  other writings on the 
‘Darwin Online’ and ‘Darwin Correspondence’ 
websites.  Stephen helped us to understand more 
about the character of Darwin and his thoughts as he 
considered the religious implications of his work.

Dr. Simon Kolstoe, a senior post-doc from UCL and 
CiS committee member, gave us much to think about 
and discuss with his talk ‘One Foot in the Lab’. Simon’s 
whistle-stop tour through philosophy and science 
provided much practical advice regarding how we 
can be both good scientists and good Christians. 
Encompassing many of the day-to-day issues faced by 
Christian students in science, the talk included advice 
on dealing with bioethics, plagiarism, authorship 
arguments, fraud and exaggeration. Simon also 
brought up the question of how we represent science 
to those in our churches, especially when discussing 
difficult topics such as Evolution and Intelligent Design.
 
After lunch, we were treated to the eagerly 
anticipated talk from Rev. Dr. John Polkinghorne,  ‘Is 
God Necessary?’. The first part of this talk covered 
world views and the assumptions on which our 
understanding of the world is based. Sir John then 
moved on to discuss Stephen Hawking and his new 
book ‘The Grand Design’, declaring that M theory is 
a very speculative guess and can be viewed as naive 
in its philosophy and theology. This was followed by 
some thoughts on universal fine-tuning during which 
Sir John highlighted just how special our universe is, 
and concluded that, when compared to materialism, 
a theistic world view provides a more satisfying basis 
for understanding the universe.

In the hope that the day’s talks  had inspired delegates 
to get more involved with issues of science and faith, 
Clare Foster, a PhD student from Durham and the 
CiS committee student rep, gave a talk on ‘How to Set 
Up and Run a CiS Local Group’. The information and 
practical suggestions were illustrated through the story 

Panel discussion, from left Perry Enever (chair) Alun 
Morinan, Peter S. Williams, John Polkinghorne and Simon 
Kolstoe.
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interview with Michael Green

Dr Michael Green has recently been appointed as 
a trustee of Christians in Science. Having studied 
sciences at undergraduate and postgraduate level, 
Mike went on to study law and is now a solicitor in 
Swansea.

tell us what you’ve been doing until now.
“Career” has two meanings, the first is to travel at 
speed, out of control, and the second is more or less 
a planned progression through a chosen profession. 
In my case, it feels much more like the former than 
the latter. 

I started in science, taking a degree in Zoology followed 
by a PhD on bone mechanics and micro-structure. 
After a University of Wales Research Fellowship, I had 
several years as a post-doc in Cardiff. During this time, 
I started studying for a degree in law as an external 
student. At the end of my law degree I decided to 
take the Law Society Finals course and then became 
a solicitor. 

Even as a solicitor, a biology background came in 
very handy, as I spent the early part of my time in law 
working for a firm which specialised in medical and 
pharmaceutical claims. I am now in a three partner 
firm where I do mainly litigation cases.

what do you do for fun?
I am not sure what really counts as fun these days. My 
time seems to be divided between work, domestic 

We all went away from the conference full of ideas 
and enthusiasm. Some went away to plan launching 
new local groups, others to find out more about CiS in 
their own areas and many went to the pub (!) where 
we carried on discussions and made new friends. 

Many thanks to all of the speakers, to Perry Enever 
and Becky Lowton for their hard work in organising 
the event and to everyone who helped out on the 
day.

Clare Foster, CiS Student Rep, Jan 2010

It is with great sadness that we inform you that Dr Alun 
Morinan passed away recently. We are extremely grateful 
to Alun for sharing his experience and insights with our 
student members at the conference in November and 
our thoughts and prayers are with his family and friends 
at this difficult time.

American Scientific Affiliation
66th Annual Meeting

Science-Faith Synergy:
Glorifying God and Serving Humankind

July 29th–August 1st, 2011
North Central College

Naperville, IL

Confirmed speakers: 
Dorothy Chappell, Wheaton College
William Hurlbut, Stanford University
Steven Bouma-Prediger, Hope College
Gareth Jones, University of Otago
Katharine Hayhoe, Texas Tech University

Confirmed Topics:
Historical Perspectives on Methodological Naturalism
Paleontology and Faith
Bioethics
Environmental Stewardship

further details available at 
www.asa3.org/aSa/meetingaSa.html

reGiStration for the northern 
conference iS now open

The Edinburgh group will be hosting this year’s 
CiS Northern Conference “All God’s Creatures” 
on Saturday the 19th March.  Full details and online 
registration are available at www.cis.org.uk.

The cost is £17.50 (£12.50 for students) for 
bookings made before the 5th March, increasing 
to £20 (£15 for students) after this date. The 
registration fee includes entrance, lunch and 
refreshments.
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duties, helping with homework and driving  my 
children to various events so they can have fun. I do 
my best to keep fit, and enjoy  running and play squash 
quite badly. Finally, I am a keen supporter of Morriston 
Town Under 15s football team, where my son is a 
central defender.

what challenges have you come across as a 
christian and a scientist?
This is a difficult one, as I did not come to faith whilst 
still working as a scientist. However, if you think being 
a scientist and Christian can cause sleepless nights, 
try being a lawyer and a Christian! To be honest, I 
think that many professional roles have standards and 
expectations which may differ from those to which 
Christians often aspire. I accept that scientists have the 
difficulty of trying to operate within, and reconcile, two 
belief systems which many argue are incompatible, but 
such difficulties are not endured by scientists alone. 

Science has the advantage that it is, of itself, amoral; it 
is (or at least it ought to be) the dispassionate pursuit 
of knowledge. Generally, the application of scientific 
discoveries poses more moral dilemmas than their 
initial discovery. Law, on the other hand, has moral/
ethical issues in both legal theory and practice. The 
one thing upon which I do my best to rely is the moral 
compass provided by my faith.

how has your faith helped you as a scientist 
or vice versa?
As stated above, I did not come to faith whist still 
working as a scientist  and so faith had no direct impact 

upon me as a scientist.  Having said that, my scientific 
training has certainly had an important influence on my 
faith, in as much as it is a constant source of challenge. 

The problem may well rest in my (admitted) lack of 
theological training, but I find it hard to see why so 
many scientists who are Christians are dismissive of 
parts of the Bible because they are hard to reconcile 
with current scientific knowledge. Such a position is, 
of course, entirely logical until you consider that the 
whole basis of the Christian faith, and the redemption 
which it offers, is based on a resurrection from the 
dead.  Now I admit that it is a long time since my 
B.Sc., but I don’t recall resurrections being particularly 
compatible with modern biology. 

It certainly helps me to simply accept the resurrection 
as a fact and an act of a God whose power is beyond 
the constraints of the normal laws of the universe. 
Thus, the facts remain whether I understand them or 
not. An inability to reconcile something with science 
need not be a barrier to believing it happened. 

what science-faith book have you most 
enjoyed/found most helpful?
I have to confess that I have been impressed by 
some of the offerings of Professor Dawkins, if for no 
other reason than he clearly has a talent for writing  
influential books that sell extremely well. I think it does 
us no good at all, as Christians or people, only to read 
books by, or gather the opinions of those with whom 
we would naturally agree. We have to be familiar with, 
and understand the other side’s case if we are to stand 
any chance of successfully arguing against it. I believe 
our greatest challenge is to persuade the secular world 
to share this approach and open up to Christian ideas 
and literature with the same enthusiasm with which 
it embraces other, perhaps less challenging, social 
trends. In that way, at least some will see the truth.

are you a web enthuSiaSt?

If you would be interested in 
helping keep the CiS website up to 
date please contact Becky Lowton 
at becky@cis.org.uk.
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in Cambridge and International Secretary for CiS will 
join us on the 4th February to discuss “Self-assembly 
and evolution: models, metaphors and meaning?” The 
talk will take place at 8pm in the usual place.

For more information about this and other events 
please contact Dr Christina Biggs (cmbbiggs@
googlemail.com).

caMbridGe
Dr Jennifer Wiseman from NASA will be speaking at 
the Faraday Institute at 5.30 pm on March 1st 2011 
on the subject of “Would discovering extraterrestrial life 
make God redundant?” 

Further details are available at 
www.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk/faraday/Lectures.php.

central South
Due to adverse weather conditions, Prof Robert 
White’s talk “Natural Disasters: Are they Acts of God?” 
on Thursday 2nd December had to be cancelled.   This 
lecture has been rescheduled and will now take place 
on Thursday 31st March at 7.30 pm.

Prof Mike Clifford will be joining us at 7.30 pm on 
the 12th May to discuss “How to get Down from a Yak: 
Engineering Solutions in a Suffering World”

Both lectures will take place in Building 32 
(EEE), Southampton University, University Road, 
Southampton, SO17 1BJ.  

Further information and recordings of previous 
lectures can be found at www.cis-centralsouth.org.
uk, or email Robert.Heather@gmail.com

durhaM
Christians in Science Durham, Test of Faith and 
St. John’s College Durham are running a one-day 
conference entitled ‘Science and Christianity - an 
Introduction’ February 19th. This conference will give 
a broad introduction to the relationship between 
science and faith using the excellent ‘Test of Faith’ 
material and will provide plenty of opportunity for 
discussion with speakers Dr Ruth Bancewicz and Rev 
Dr David Wilkinson. 

Register online at www.cis.org.uk, in person at St John’s 
College Durham, or by post (addressed FAO Sue 
Hobson, St John’s College, 3 South Bailey, Durham, 

local Group newS

If you live somewhere that does not have a local 
group but you wish it did, please get in touch with the 
Development Officer, Becky Lowton (becky@cis.org.
uk) about starting up a new group in your area.   There 
is currently strong interest in forming local groups in 
the following centres around the UK:

peterborough area: please contact Les Batty 
(les.batty@mac.com)
Sheffield area: please contact Richard Clayton 
(r.h.clayton@sheffield.ac.uk) or 
Nik Walch (njwalch@gmail.com)
leeds area: please contact John Lockwood 
(jglockwood1@me.com)
inverness / highlands of Scotland area:  please 
contact Dr Alan Fraser (alantambo@uwclub.net)
Surrey area: please contact Joy Perkins 
(joyeperkins@googlemail.com)

a handbook for CiS local group leaders has been 
created with the aim of providing advice and support 
to anyone involved in the leadership of a Christians 
in Science local group.  Much of the advice contained 
was gathered from the experience and knowledge 
of current and former group leaders with the aim of 
sharing ideas, experience and best practice amongst 
local CiS branches. Contact Becky Lowton (becky@
cis.org.uk) if you would like a copy or to make 
suggestions for future editions. 

briStol
CiS Bristol usually meets in The Randall Room, All 
Saints Church, Pembroke Road, Clifton, Bristol BS8 
2HY. 

Dr Ard Louis, Reader in Theoretical Physics at the 
University of Oxford, Associate of the Faraday Institute 

new MeMberShip Secretary 
required, SuMMer 2011

After many years of faithful service, Tom Moffat will 
be standing down as our membership secretary 
next summer.  If you are a UK resident and would 
be interested in being considered for taking on this 
role, please contact the CiS secretary, secretary@
cis.org.uk.
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DH1 3RJ).  Cheques should be made payable to 
‘Christians in Science’ and please include your name 
and contact details on the back of the cheque. 

Please note the change of date from that advertised in 
PreCiS 53. The closing date for registration is Monday 
14th February. The cost is £10 (£8 for students) which 
includes tea and coffee but no lunch.

Further details are available at www.cis.org.uk and 
www.testoffaith.com.  If you have any questions 
please contact jona.foster@googlemail.com.

edinburGh
The Edinburgh group will be hosting the Northern 
Conference ‘All God’s Creatures’ on the 19th March.  
Online registration is now available at www.cis.org.uk.  

Please contact  Gavin Merrifield (g.d.merrifield@sms.
ed.ac.uk) for more details about this and other CiS 
events in Edinburgh.

GlaSGow
If you would like details of CiS Glasgow please contact 
Dr Lawrence Osborne (lawrence@lhosborn.co.uk)

harrow
For details of future events please contact Rev. Lyndon 
North (revlnorth@aol.com, 07747 638783)

ipSwich
For information about future events please contact Dr 
John Ling (jjling@btopenworld.com).

ireland
For details of future science / faith events in Ireland 
please see www.cis.org.uk/ireland or contact Dr Scott 
Peddie (02894 487669, s.peddie@pattersonpeddie.
com).

MancheSter
The first meeting of CiS Manchester will take place at 
6.00 pm on March 2nd at Café Muse in the University 
Museum on Oxford Rd, M13 9PL.  The subject up 
for discussion is “Can a Scientist Believe in God?” and 
our speakers will be Prof David Watts and Prof Peter 
Budd, both from the University of Manchester.  

Please contact Becky Lowton (rebecca.lowton@
googlemail.com) for further details or to be added on 
to the mailing list. 

norwich
Please contact info@cis.norwich.org.uk for details 
about upcoming events in the Norwich area.

nottinGhaM
CiS Nottingham meets regularly for discussion of 
science / faith issues.  Please contact Geoff Bagley 
(geoffbagley@me.com) for further information. 

oxford
The Oxford local group meets once or twice a term 
at St Andrew’s Church, Linton Rd North, Oxford.  

For more information or to be added to the mailing 
list please email diana.briggs@wolfson.oxon.org.

South weSt
For details of future events in the South West, please 
contact Prof David Huntley (dhuntley@plymouth.
ac.uk). 

Christians in Science Ltd., incorporated in England and Wales. Registered address 4 Sackville Close, Sevenoaks, TN133QD. Company No. 05959444. Registered Charity No. 1121422

SubMiSSionS for the next preciS

We would love to receive your contributions for the 
next issue of PreCiS - news of local group activities, 
events, new books and other local activities should 
be submitted to Becky Lowton at becky@cis.org.
uk by the 11th March.


