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New CiS appointment.
Details of this post were included with the last  Precis and the committee is now pleased to announce that Ruth Bancewicz has been appointed as part-time CiS development officer. Ruth is a graduate of Aberdeen University and recently completed her PhD in the MRC Human Genetics Unit in Edinburgh. She started on October 1st and will be making contact with many of you over the next few months. She can be contacted on:    ruthb@cis.org.uk 
The Conference came on the day after she started and she has given this brief report of the day.
“Technologies of the future”, The Impact of   Technology on Science, Society and Medicine. 
This year the annual London meeting was held jointly with the Christian Medical Fellowship (CMF), and about 130 people participated. The talks and discussion focused on the importance of the ethical issues raised by new technologies, and the difficulty of balancing their potential for good with their possible misuses. 
In the first paper, “Putting the Quantum into Nanotechnology”, Andrew Briggs and Ross McKenzie addressed the increasing evidence that cognitive function has a physical basis. They suggested that we revisit the idea of the relationship between a physical message and its meaning, a concept that gave rise to much discussion. Philippa Taylor presented developments in cybernetics that already have the potential to enable patients with “locked-in syndrome” to communicate, and discussed how the US government is funding research into using this technology to enhance human abilities. Do we as Christians draw the line between treatment and enhancement? And where does the line fall?
In his summary of stem cell technology, Phil Jones described the different types of stem cells and where they have real potential for disease
 treatment. He outlined the various viewpoints 
held by Christians on the status of early embryos and urged us to consider the likeness of God represented in humanity, and whether we can determine when that gift is given. John Bryant painted a broad picture of the history of genetics, and the immense benefit that the “new genetics” brings to out understanding of human disease. He highlighted the dangers of reducing humanity to “bags of genes”, and the role of Christians in using this technology with compassion and respect. A common thread though all these presentations was the question of how to use this technology to benefit those outside the wealthy nations that develop it. 
The issues in intensive care technologies were addressed by cancer physician Tim Maughan. He dealt with the difficult subject of euthanasia, highlighting the unique Christian perspective on the value of suffering and the serious hazards that would inevitably arise if euthanasia became legal in this country. This is a highly topical issue as he and CMF Chairman Alan Johnson are shortly to present evidence to the House of Lords Select Committee currently reviewing UK policy.
Robert Song suggested that a “surrogate theology” is used by the secular world that views technology as a way of “salvation” to escape death, and the primary role of Christians, rather than attempting to control our lifespan, is to witness to a different way of being. In his epilogue Peter Saunders encouraged us to keep the cross central in our thinking, to take risks in declaring the truth, and to use our gifts to care for the world. 

    For further information go to www.cis.org.uk 

Future conference
The next northern conference is scheduled for Saturday 19th March, 2005 at St. Georges Leeds. The title is ‘He also made the Stars’. Put the date in your 2005 diary and more details will come with the next mailing.

Vancouver Conference July 23-26 2004

Hugh Reynolds and Paul Marston represented CiS at this conference and both presented papers. Malcolm Jeeves was an invited speaker. Hugh has sent this report:

This year the American Scientific Affiliation (ASA) and the Canadian Scientific And Christian Affiliation (CSCA) held a joint residential conference with the theme “Neuroscience and the Image of God”, and CiS were invited to join with them.  CSCA hosted the meeting at Trinity Western University, about 20 miles from Vancouver.  The programme and abstracts can be viewed on the ASA web site (www.asa3.org).  Reports will appear there, including that by Martin Price (ASA President) who gave a clear and moving account of the needs of Christian young scientists for support and encouragement.

Plenary lectures explored various aspects of the conference theme.  Malcolm Jeeves (St Andrews) and Warren Brown (Fuller) both pointed out how soul and body (and mind and brain) are indivisible, with increasingly impressive support from neuroscience.  Attempts to separate them stem not from Biblical theology but from Greek philosophy, later espoused by Descartes and the Enlightenment and more recently by New Agers.  David Cechetto (London, Ontario) described how functional brain imaging can be used to study stress and its interaction with other physiological processes such as the cardiovascular and immune systems.  Heather Looy (King’s University College, Edmonton) described studies seeking to integrate psychology, sociology, neuroscience, anthropology and theology in her study of “disgust”, and how these might illuminate our understanding of human morality.

“Mind, brain and soul” was further explored in one of the parallel symposium sessions, while others covered neuroscience, psychology, ethics including bioethics, the environment, physics, and religion and science.  A bonus was the opportunity one afternoon to attend a session of a separate conference, a Templeton/INPM  Symposium entitled “The Gifts of Suffering: Spiritual Transformation, Science and Medicine”.  [INPM is the “International Network on Personal Meaning”.]
(See www.cis.org.uk for a fuller report)

In 2007 CiS will be the hosts for the next joint meeting, in Edinburgh, 3-5 August.  Many ASA and CSCA members have already noted the dates and are looking forward to coming.

A change in the mailing system
We had hoped that this issue of Science and Christian Belief would be sent out by a commercial mailing company. This has not quite got off the ground but should be in place by the next mailing. The change should allow Pauline to devote more time to membership matters. If you become concerned that the journal and newsletters are not reaching you please let me know at 
cberry@centrenet.co.uk or 4.Sackville Close, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 3QD or contact Pauline Williams: PaulineAWilliams@aol.com  or
The Coach House, Eagle Hall, Swinderby, Lincoln  LN6 9HZ

A change in the subscription renewals arrangements 
This is related to the new mailing system. At present renewals are staggered throughout the year but with our new mailing agents it will be more efficient if the renewal forms are sent out in a batch once a year. We propose to make subscriptions go onto an annual basis starting from April 2005. Those whose membership renewal becomes due in or after September 2004 will have FREE membership until April 2005 when they will be expected to pay their subscription. Renewal notices will be sent with the general mailing. 	      	


