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Our second Northern Conference took place on 
13 March  at Cemetery Road Baptist Church on the theme of "Christians and Computers".  The approximately 24 attendees ensured that the lively discussion could include the whole group.  Three visitors from Denmark had found the meeting details on the CiS website the previous day while visiting Manchester!
I must confess a prejudice in favour of the two main speakers as Harold Thimbleby now runs the unit at UCL where I did my Master's degree and David Pullinger wrote me a reference to get on the course.  I may have ended up working in a different part of the rather diverse field of ergonomics / human factors but can still appreciate their insights.  In fact in the early 1990s I heard Harold give a lecture entitled "Can humans think" to the Ergonomics Society.
         On this occasion Harold took as his theme "Knowing computer technology".  In the context of Micah 6:8 he pointed out that computer science is both an artificial and an applied science which has changed our lifestyles dramatically.  Computers can be hard to use but, fortunately, usability is understood and can be built in.  He argued that since creating technology imposes structures on the users, technology can be either just or unjust.  Therefore a proper Christian response to this is to oppose technology-driven systems which seek to lock the user in.
         David Pullinger spoke on "Knowing others and the world through computer technology".  He  pointed us to Ecclesiastes 7:10 to remind us of the folly of constantly looking backwards.  Friendship patterns have changed due to the increased ease of long distance communication but statistically we still have about 13 close friends at any one time.  Also the fact that people make use of technology in the ways that they find useful which may not be what the designers intended. 


 He introduced us to the notion of the churches as a "scolding nanny" trying but failing to stop the children going too far when playing with their new technological toys and reminded us that people tend to view the world from the inside through the technology whereas scientists are always trying to put themselves on the outside to look inwards
Michael DeLashmutt has pastored a church in the USA and is now pursuing a PhD in Glasgow in the area of science and theology.  He pointed out that "techno-theology" tends to oppose traditional confessional Christian theology and argued, in effect, that conflict between science and theology is sometimes inevitable and not necessarily a bad thing.
There was passing mention of the curious question of whether a computer should be baptised if an AI program on it asked for baptism, which begs all manner of questions such as whether Christ died for computers, or what happens if you upgrade the operating system.
Thanks are due not only to the excellent speakers but also to Alan Brook for an encouraging epilogue and to Colin Russell for his vigorous and enjoyable chairing of the day.  Also to my co-organisers, Tamzin Lafford, Rhoda Hawkins and Trevor Griffiths and to the Bridge Cafe at the church for providing refreshments..  The CiS committee are keen that we make this a regular event.  The enthusiasm shown by everyone there was certainly a positive pointer for the success of a future meeting.	     Andrew Pinder

Christ and the Cosmos
Has its annual residential consultation at London Colney from 4th –6th June.    
  The topic is:  Can you hear me…? communication in the third millennium. 
Speakers include Rob Frost and Leslie Griffiths. More information from: 
The secretary, 5 Mariston Way, Bristol BS30 8UD   or  www.christandthecosmos.org.uk 

 	

TECHNOLOGIES OF THE FUTURE
The Impact of Technology on Science, Society and Medicine
 A Joint day conference with the Christian Medical Fellowship
St Paul's Church, Robert Adam Street, London
Saturday, 2 October, 2004

Nanotechnology       Andrew Briggs, Professor of Nanotechnology, Oxford University and Dr. Ross McKenzie, Physics Dept. University of Queensland,  Sydney, Australia, 

Cybernetics   Philippa Taylor, Associate Director, Centre for Bioethics and Public Policy,(a group promoting Judaeo Christian values based in London)

Advances in Human Genetics   John Bryant, Professor of Molecular Genetics University of Exeter and Chairman of the Christians in Science Committee.

Stem Cells   Dr. Phil Jones, Hutchison/MRC Research Centre, Cambridge University.

Intensive Care Technologies  Tim Maughan, Professor of Cancer Studies, University of Cardiff

A Theological Contribution    Dr. Robert Song, Dept. of Theology, University of Durham, author of Human Genetics - Fabricating the Future

Put the date in your diary, application forms will come with the next mailing.


Prof. Sir Robert Boyd, CBE FRS
Sir Robert, who was an early member of our forerunner the Research Scientists' Christian Fellowship, died aged 81 on February 5th. He was a leaders of the early development of space science in this country. As founding Director of University College London's Mullard Space Science Laboratories he had instruments carried by orbiting space craft from their early days and was later involved in the creation and work of what became the European Space Agency. includes two beautiful poems, one comparing the magnificence of the Creator God with his humble birth in a stable and the other a meditation on the suffering of Jesus and his final glory. We are thankful for Sir Robert's life and clear witness, a 'rocket scientist' who walked with God.
A full obituary will appear later in Science and Christian Belief.

Clapham Connections
The Universities and Colleges Christian Fellowship arranges a get together for the various professional groups of which CiS is one. This year there was a presentation by Clapham Connections, a group which draws together Christians from various walks of life who are seeking to change the nation by promoting Christian values in every area of life. They work alongside churches, and groups such as ours. A beautiful house and grounds near Bedford, suitable for small day or residential conferences came to them via some exciting 'miraculous' interventions. More details:  www.clapham@the-park.net

Online Journal Access
From April 15th Science and Christian Belief  has been accessible online at 
www.scienceandchristianbelief.org. 
Members now have a choice in the way they receive their journal: paper copy, online access (including access to all back issues), or both. Members are offered these options when renewing their subscription.  If you can't wait, please contact Pauline Williams at subscriptions@cis.org.uk.


