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Conferences
Sheffield 2003
This is still in the near future at the time of writing but there will be a full report in the next Précis.

The London Conference now needs our attention and the provisional programme and speaker details are given overleaf.
Looking even further ahead the American Scientific Affiliation and the Canadian Scientific and Christian Affiliation are holding a joint conference in Vancouver from 23-26th July 2004. Christians in Science is also participating and Hugh Reynolds is representing us in the planning stages. The topic is Neuroscience but there will be contributions on other topics as well. Vancouver is a long way away and fares are expensive so members may be interested in applying for a travel bursary under the small grants scheme outlined again overleaf. Preference will be given to those aged thirty and under, particularly those with a poster or paper to present.

Committee changes
Hugh Reynolds and John Ling have joined the committee recently. Hugh is a neuroscientist working at the Institute of Psychiatry and John is speaking at the Sheffield conference. Richard Dimery joined a year or so ago in his capacity as Secretary of the History and Philosophy of Science sub-group.
After very many years of thoughtful input John Bausor has retired from the committee. His chief focus was Christians in Science Education and the newsletter he produced was a treasure trove for those involved. His concern for honesty in the issues surrounding evolution and ‘creation science’ continues and he will no doubt continue to hold a watching brief in this contentious arena.
Colin Humphreys has also left the committee but continues as a vice-president.

New books
The last Précis celebrated Colin Humphreys’ CBE. This time we can celebrate the launch of his new book The Miracles of Exodus. It will be published by Continuum later in the summer but the American edition has already appeared. Having received one of these I can say that it is an essential read for all our members; physics, geography, astronomy and anthropology all interwoven to make a fascinating detective story of the Exodus events. 

Another new book which I have to be more circumspect in recommending is Sam Berry’s God’s Book of Works, also published by Continuum/ T&T Clark. This is the book of his Glasgow Gifford Lectures given in 1997-8. Reviewing it in the Church Times Bishop Hugh Montefiore calls it a ‘weighty and important book’.

As Christians working in a world where science is often seen to be opposed to ‘religion’ we all have a responsibility to show our contemporaries that the two are perfectly compatible and that there are numerous scientists who care about the moral implications of their daily work. Science and Christian Belief gives us a good spread of articles and welcomes thoughtful contributions from younger members (but, warning, a significant proportion of papers offered are turned down after peer review).

The Templeton Prize for Progress towards Research or Discoveries about Spiritual Realities  has this year been awarded to Professor Holmes Rolston III of Colorado State University. who has been at the forefront of work on the understanding of biodiversity and environmental ethics. It is encouraging that this is the third year in succession that the prize winner has had a scientific background.


God , Science and Freedom
Saturday 4h  October  2003       9.45 am –5 pm
         St Paul’s Church, Robert Adam Street, London W.1 

Chairman: CiS president, Professor Sir Ghillean Prance  FRS
The programme will include the following papers:
 Malcolm Jeeves and Alan Torrance:
Developments in neuroscience: Philosophical and Theological implications.
Jeffery Schloss    Freedom and Determinism in Human Behaviour and Sociobiology
Colin  Humphreys    The Miracles of Exodus 

There will also be an opportunity for update on news, strategy ideas & prayer needs. 

Malcolm Jeeves CBE FRSE is Emeritus Professor of Psychology at the University of St. Andrews and immediate Past President of the Royal Society of Edinburgh.
Alan Torrance is Professor of Systematic Theology at the University of St. Andrews. His research interests include the social implications of the doctrine of reconciliation, and theories of time.
Jeffery Schloss  PhD is Professor of Biology at Westmont College, Santa Barbara and Director of Biological Programmes for the Christian Environmental Association 
Colin  Humphreys FREng. CBE is professor of  Materials Science at Cambridge University, President of the Institute of Materials and chaired CiS before John Bryant. 
   
Christians in Science Grants

Christians in Science has established a Small Grants Fund. The purpose of the fund is provide financial support for members who need funding for activities that promote the aims of Christians in Science, including the promotion of debate at the Science-Christianity interface. Such activities may include running and advertising specific events, establishing and / or running a CiS local group and attendance at relevant conferences. 
	Applicants must have been members of CiS for at least one year.

Grants will not be awarded to support students undertaking higher degrees or post-graduate research programmes. 
The funds available for distribution are strictly limited. The maximum available in a single grant will be ú1000 and no individual member or local group may receive more than one grant per calendar year. 
A brief report on the use of the grant will be expected within six months of expenditure. 

There will be three closing dates per year – April 30, August 31 and December 31. Applications should consist of a case for support of the activity in question (up to one side of A4) and brief cv of the main applicant. The case for support should include an outline budget and a specific statement of how the grant will be used within that budget. Applications will be considered by a small sub-committee drawn from the main CiS committee. 
Applications and enquiries should be sent to Professor John Bryant, Chair, Christians in Science, School of Biological Sciences, Washington Singer Laboratories, University of Exeter, Exeter, EX4 4QG; email J.A.Bryant@ex.ac.uk 




