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Change of President
Prof. Derek Burke has completed his three year term and we are very grateful indeed for his interest and wise advice during that time. He has agreed to become a Vice-President. 
We are delighted that Prof. Sir Ghillean Prance FRS, VMH has accepted our invitation to take over. He is well known as recently retired director of Kew Gardens and for his involvement with the Amazonian rain forest and the Eden project in Cornwall.

Change of webmaster
John McKeown has designed and maintained the CiS website for several years but can no longer continue. We are very grateful to him for the skills he brought but are now pleased to welcome Steve Willoughby as webmaster. He can be contacted on 
  steve@netweaver.org 
 Items and  suggestions are always needed and John Ling has agreed to review further developments. His E-mail address is
  JohnSG@ling74.freeserve.co.uk 

Sheffield conference 2003
This will take place on Saturday 17 May 2003 at Cemetery Road Baptist Church in Sheffield from 10:30 to 16:30.  The theme will be "Risk".  Tom MacLeish of the University of Leeds Dept. of Physics and Astronomy has agreed to speak and two CiS members in the Sheffield area have offered papers one on ‘Innovation, Creativity and Risk’ and the other on 'Health, safety and ergonomics'.  Offers (to the general secretary please) of further contributions will be welcome.  The cost will be £10 including a buffet lunch or £6 without.
This promises to be an interesting meeting on a down to earth topic so keep the date. Sheffield is accessible from most of the UK.


 


Local Groups
At present the only active local CiS group is based at Cambridge though Oxford also has a less established one. Hopefully one of the products of the Sheffield Conference will be a local group developing there. For those involved or thinking of becoming involved in such a group, Denis Alexander has produced some brief guidelines   ‘Starting a Local Christians in Science Group’. This is available from the General Secretary at 
4. Sackville Close, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 3QD or from the website www.cis.org.uk 

Christian Academics Network
This group, part of Agape (previously Campus Crusade) is working together with the Association of Christians in Higher Education. They are  joining in a conference with the topic ‘Professing Christ on Campus’. It is to be held in Solihull on Saturday 30th November so unfortunately may well be over by the time this reaches you. A report will be available on www.agape.org.uk 

Colorado in July 2003    Call for Papers   
Our sister organization, the American Scientific Affiliation is holding its annual conference in Lakewood, near Denver from July 25-28th. 
  The topic is Astronomy and Cosmology 
 ‘The Heavens Declare the Glory of God….’
There is a call for papers and posters with closing date 31st January 2003. For further information, application forms for scholarships etc. please contact Caroline Berry at the address given above.

International Society for Science and Religion
This newly formed ‘Academy’ was inaugurated with a three day conference in Granada, Spain.in August this year. There are 97 invited founding members and John Polkinghorne is the first President.


CONFERENCE 2002
A hundred and twenty people attended this year’s September Conference on ‘How does God act in the world?’ The day started with Graham McFarlane of London Bible College, speaking on Divine Agency within Creation. He described how traditional ways of understanding divine action by looking at the Creation, though biblical, are inadequate; our God is too big to be tamed or domesticated. We are constrained by our humanness and our worldview. McFarlane saw a way forward by turning to the prologue to John’s gospel and Paul in Colossians 1, showing that the Father makes himself known through the Son; and the Son by the Spirit makes himself known within the Church and creation. Howard Van Till, of Calvin College, Grand Rapids USA, tackled the issue of Intelligent Design (ID), the proposal that natural processes have given rise to many of the changes associated with biological development but that there are certain structures of ‘irreducible complexity’ where other agents must be responsible.
Van Till argued that even the most complex structures can be broken down into less complex building blocks. Though sympathetic to the ID cause, he could not see that those propounding such ideas were offering any substantial advance in our understanding of the processes of creation.
This was heavy stuff and the lunch break was welcome. After lunch John Houghton, recently retired Chairman of the Scientific Committee of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, showed how chaos theory could be used to explain some of the cascade of events associated with prayer for specific needs. He illustrated his point with examples from both past and present of those whose material needs God had patently met in response to their prayer and obedience. Ian Benstead, till recently with Thames Water International, then put forward his thoughts on how an infinite and transcendent God could express his personality within the creation. Finally Roger Forster, leader of ICHTHUS Team ministries gave a masterly overview on ‘How God acts in the Church’. He reminded us that we are required to proclaim, to pray, to believe, to be obedient and to endure, a fitting note on which to conclude the day.  The papers and abstracts can be found on the website: www.cis.org.uk  and a report with photos of the speakers and chairmen is available on the Scibel (previously Christian Students in Science) website: http://scibel.gospelcom.net/specials.php


Future conferences

Next year’s CiS London Conference will be held on October 4th 2003 on the topic ‘God, Science and Freedom’. 
Put the date in your diary now. 

Science and Religion Forum.
This year’s conference approached the topic of God, Suffering and Evil from a  Christian viewpoint only. Next year’s conference from 8 - 10 September 2003. will study science and religion from the perspectives of the major world religions - Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, Buddhism and Hinduism.

Christ and the Cosmos Initiative hold their next conference on 25-27 April 2003. The topic is
Technology   Saviour or Servant?




