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Red wolf range

Hinton, J.W., Chamberlain, M.J. and Rabon, D.R., 2013. Red wolf (Canis rufus) recovery: a review with suggestions for future 

research. Animals, 3(3), pp.722-744. 



Red wolf reintroduction

Hinton, J.W., Chamberlain, M.J. and Rabon, D.R., 2013. Red wolf (Canis rufus) recovery: a review with suggestions for future 

research. Animals, 3(3), pp.722-744. 
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Lecture outline

� Carnivores and conscience: interrogating moral 
agency in the world’s most dangerous animals

� Snow leopards and sustainability: conservation, 
livelihoods & governance in the Himalayas 

� Rewilding and redeeming: bringing back large 
predators to our internal and external landscapes



Carnivores and conscience: interrogating moral agency 
in the world’s most dangerous animals



Replacing fiction with fact

© BBC 
NHU

Number of hours spent underwater with sharks: 2646
Number of shark attacks while filming: 0



Blame Disney

All images  © Disney



Closer to home...

“Wolves could be heard as they hunted on the 
slopes of the Glens, terrifying locals and 

travellers alike.  It is claimed that the last wolf in 
Ireland was shot in 1712 in Drumnasole near 
the village of Carnlough and that the locals 

rejoiced to be finally rid of the beast which had 
taken their livestock and given their children 

nightmares.”

Mid and East Antrim Council



Introducing the world’s most 
dangerous animal



Studies of human-wildlife conflict: 100

Instances of human-human conflict: 97

Redpath, S. M., Bhatia, S., & Young, J. (2015). Tilting at wildlife: reconsidering 
human–wildlife conflict. Oryx, 49(02), 222-225.



Carnivores and conscience: interrogating moral agency 
in the world’s most dangerous animals
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Snow leopards & sustainability: 
conservation, livelihoods & governance      

in the Himalayas 



Overview

� Context: who, what, when, where, why?

� Results and relevance

- livelihoods

- attitudes

- impacts & conflicts

- mitigation



Snow leopard range



Study aim

To explore how livelihoods and 
conservation governance affect 
conflict with, and attitudes to, 

snow leopards and snow 
leopard conservation



Study methods

� 3 weeks of 
scoping and 
piloting 

� 12 weeks of 
fieldwork:

1) 705 
questionnaires

2) 70 interviews

� Regression 
models



The study team



Fieldsites in Nepal

© WWF Nepal



Sagarmatha National Park

From Byers, A. (2005). "Contemporary human impacts on Alpine ecosystems in the Sagarmatha (Mt. Everest) national 

park, Khumbu, Nepal." Annals of the Association of American Geographers 95(1): 112-140.



Annapurna Conservation Area

From Baral, N., M. Stern, et al. (2007). "Integrated conservation and development project life cycles in the Annapurna 

Conservation Area, Nepal: Is development overpowering conservation?" Biodiversity and Conservation 16(10): 2903-2917.



Livelihoods

� Predicted:

1) Tourism income

2) Larger household

� PA Sig. Dif.? < ACA 



Attitudes to snow leopards

� Predicted:

1) +ve SL conservation

2) Less livestock

� PA Sig. Dif.? No



Attitudes to snow leopard conservation

� Predicted:

1) +ve snow leopards

2) More sustainable 
livelihoods

� PA Sig. Dif.? No



Human-snow leopard impacts

� Predicted:

1) More livestock lost

� PA Sig. Dif.? < ACA



Human-snow leopard conservation conflict

� Predicted:

1) More livestock lost

� PA Sig. Dif.? < ACA



Everest mitigation

� Predicted:

1) Male

2) Less livestock



Annapurna mitigation

� Predicted:

1) +ve snow leopards

2) Less sustainable 
livelihoods

�



Overview

� Context: who, what, when, where, why?

� Results and relevance

- livelihoods

- attitudes

- impacts & conflicts

- mitigation



Conservation conversations



Snow leopard prey



Snow leopard prey



Snow leopard scat



Snow leopard cousins



And finally, a snow leopard...
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Snow leopards & sustainability: 
conservation, livelihoods & governance      

in the Himalayas 

snowleopardresearchnepal.wordpress.com
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Rewilding and redeeming: bringing back large predators 
to our internal and external landscapes



What is rewilding?

� Does what it says on 
the tin

� Restoration

� A positive vision



Critiques of rewilding

� Intensification/     
abandonment:                
million hectares p.a.

� Cost

� Opposition

- human-wildlife impacts

- human-human conflict



Iberian lynx

Fernández, N., Delibes, M., Palomares, F., & Mladenoff, D. J. (2003). Identifying breeding habitat for the Iberian lynx: inferences from a fine‐scale 

spatial analysis. Ecological Applications, 13(5), 1310-1324.



Lynx rewilding and livestock

Garrote, G., López, G., Gil-Sánchez, J. M., Rojas, E., Ruiz, M., Bueno, J. F., ... & García-Tardío, M. (2013). Human–felid conflict as 
a further handicap to the conservation of the critically endangered Iberian lynx. European journal of wildlife research, 59(2), 287-

290. 



British lynx trials



Possible reintroduction sites

Eagle, A. 2015. Lynx UK Trust's Proposal for a Trail Reintroduction. Lynx UK Trust & Clifford Chance. 



Possible reintroduction cost/benefit

Eagle, A. 2015. Lynx UK Trust's Proposal for a Trail Reintroduction. Lynx UK Trust &

Clifford Chance. 



Rewilding Ireland?

� Precedent:

1) Red kites in the Mournes

2) Golden eagles in Donegal

3) White-tailed sea eagles in Kerry

� Assumptions:

1) Habitat

2) Funding



Candidates for Irish rewilding

Wolf

� Weight: <80kg

� Territory: 

<200km2

� Diet: wild cattle, 

sheep, deer

Lynx

� Weight: <30kg

� Territory: <20km2

� Diet: wild deer, 

pigs, rabbits

Wildcat

� Weight: <5kg

� Territory: <5km2

� Diet: wild birds, 

rabbits, rodents



Breitenmoser, U., Lanz, T., Vogt K. & Breitenmoser-Würsten, C. 2015. How to save the cat: cat conservation 

compendium. A practical guideline for strategic and project planning in cat conservation. Cat New Special Issue 9. 

Planning Irish rewilding



Integrated conservation & development: 
the key to Irish rewilding

© Fundatia ADEPT



The biggest challenge for 
rewilding Ireland?



Rewilding and redeeming: bringing back large predators 
to our internal and external landscapes
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People, predators and relationships

Hanson, J. 2014. Inspiring change: a vision for a Christian environmental enterprise. 

https://peopleplanetprophet.com/inspiring-change



The snow leopard will lie down with the lamb

https://peopleplanetprophet.com/the-snow-leopard-will-lie-down-with-the-lamb
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